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A Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to our members, and thank you for
your continued support.
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The Remembrance Sunday event in the Park was very well attended

The Service of Remembrance was led by Rev Phillip Thomas and the poem "Lest We Forget" was read by a local
school girl. The Deputy Lieutenant of the West Midlands, Gurpreet Bhatia, attended the event and laid the first
wreath. This was followed by the laying of many wreaths by the Council and other organizations. The Deputy
Lieutenant took the Armed Forces Salute as the parade left the Park. The Park was crowded with people of all
ages paying their respects.

The Poppy appeal was well supported and the collection tins were full. Mia an 11 year old school girl raised over
£90 by selling poppies to family, school friends, and neighbours. The money was put in the Park’s collection tins.
The event was organized by Cllr. Steve Melia. Photographs taken by Seumas Kelly.
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Autumn in the Park has been stunning this year

Photographs taken by Friends’ member and volunteer gardener Ramon

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Trees have been delivered by the Woodland Trust
We have 30 whips—Silver Birch, Rowen and Wild Cherry. They are being looked after in a green house by Gary,
who is in charge of the Kitchen Garden at Sandwell Park Farm, We will be planting them in the Park as soon as
they are strong enough and inviting children and members to join us.
Children plant wild daffodils in the Park

Uking Wolves (Wolverhampton Ukulelel Band)

Two groups of children planted wild daffodil
bulbs in the Park this autumn.
Anita Randhawa’s son, Neev, chose to help the
environment rather than have a conventional
birthday party. His friends joined him to plant the
wild daffodil bulbs.
The Beavers from the Blue Ribbon also came
into the Park to plant wild daffodil bulbs.
We will have a wonderful display next year and
are very grateful for the children’s support.
Some members of the band travelled from as far as Bridgnorth
to play for us and we had a lovely afternoon of music. There
were Carols to hit songs from every era, so something for
everyone. Seumas Kelly provided a wonderful selection of
prizes for the raffle and Jackie from the Bowling Club did us
proud with interval refreshments. A big thank you to
everyone involved who braved the snow to support us.
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"In Praise of the Trees
of Dartmouth Park"
by Mark Barret

Dawn Redwood
(Metasequoia glyptostroboides)

About
The Dawn Redwood is closely related to the huge Californian Redwoods but is actually native to China. It
is an extremely ancient tree (the Dawn in its name refers to the Dawn of Time) and fossil records date
back 150 million years. It was believed extinct until the 1940s when it was found to be still living in a
remote part of China. Seeds were initially distributed to scientific institutions but since then it has
become a popular tree in gardens and parkland settings throughout the world. It is one of relatively
few deciduous conifer trees - the leaves turning to attractive shades of red before dropping in autumn.
Where in the Park?
There are five Dawn Redwood trees in Dartmouth Park and the majority are in the area alongside the
Expressway. For me the best example is close to the curly bridge which can be seen in the background
of the photos above. Its characteristic bark also makes it easy to spot even in the wintertime.
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Memories of an old West Bromwich brick maker
in Dartmouth Park
by Mark Barrett
There are over 400 of the black capped
brick piers supporting the
perimeter railings of Dartmouth Park.
Inevitably some of the caps have been
replaced over the years due to damage
and of course theft. But quite a few still
remain from the original laying out of
the Park and we know this because
they carry the maker's mark - Wood &
Ivery of West Bromwich. (see examples
below)
One of the raw materials found under
West Bromwich (and across the Black
Country) was a type of red clay called
Etrurian marl. When fired at a high
temperature in a low-oxygen reducing
atmosphere it takes on a deep blue/
black colour and attains a very hard,
impervious surface with high crushing
strength and low water absorption.
And it was this clay that was used for
the original pier caps in the Park.
The largest "blue" brick maker in the
town was Hamblett's at the Piercy
brickworks. And second in the ranking
came Wood & Ivery. They were reputed
to be making between 200 and
300,000 bricks each week in the 1890s
when trade was at its height.

