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The Friends of Dartmouth Park need your support
We have started a Just Giving fundraising page to fund the
replacement of the wooden benches in the Park and to provide new trees in the Arboretum to
replace diseased trees that are going to be felled. We need to raise £4,000 by members and Park
users going to Just Giving using the link or the Code below:
You can give as little as £2 or as much as you wish. Thank you

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/fodp1
On the left a mother and baby enjoying
sitting on one of the new benches
purchased with a donation from
Raman Patel and his family

Do any of you remember this beautiful
Circular Bench in the Park?
Sorry about the quality of the photograph, but I think you can see
what an attractive bench once surrounded the tree which still stands
proudly at the bottom of the path leading to the pool. Does anyone
remember it when it was in situ?
We would like to have had a replica bench made for the same tree,
but have found the cost out of our reach. However we have found
benches that look the part and are within our reach. Also their
installation shouldn’t harm the roots of the tree.
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2022 Outings
Ashbourne and Tissington
Tuesday 31 May— £12
Departing at 09.30
Our first stop will be Ashbourne which has much to offer
in the way of shops and eating places. It has winding
cobbled streets, a welcoming Market Place and handsome
Tudor and Georgian buildings.
After lunch we make the short journey to Tissington for
the famous Well Dressing displays. Tissington is a well
managed estate village which has an ideal blend of duckpond, trees, cottages, a church, and an old hall.

Lacock in Wiltshire
Tuesday 21 June—£15
Departing at 09.00
There's lots to discover in Lacock village: quaint
traditional stone cottages, the old workhouse, the
medieval tithe barn, the old lock-up and the village
church. Not forgetting the famous Abbey.
Lacock village is a firm favourite for film and TV
producers, most notably for its picturesque streets and
historic cottages, untouched by modern alterations. The
village’s most famous appearances include 'Downton
Abbey', the BBC’s 'Pride and Prejudice' and 'Cranford.

RHS Garden Bridgewater, Manchester
Tuesday 13 September—£23
Departing at 09.00
The Earl of Ellesmere built Worsley New Hall in the
1840s and it was noted for its splendid gardens.
However, after surviving a fire and two World Wars by
1949, after a century of heritage, the hall became part of
Salford's historic past. In subsequent years parts of the
grounds have been used as a garden centre, a Scout
camp and a rifle range.
The RHS master plan for Bridgewater will embrace the
site's heritage while also giving it a future.
There are two places to eat - Bridgewater Café or
Garden Cottage Café.

We will again be using Phillips Coaches, who give an excellent service, and be picking up at Dartmouth
Park. If you wish to take advantage of these outings please contact us as soon as possible to avoid
disappointment.
This year we will not be holding our Summer Fair, but will endeavour to arrange smaller events for our
members including celebrating the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in June.

Watch this space………..
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A Brief History of the Dagger Lane Entrance to Dartmouth Park
by Mark Barrett

When Dartmouth Park was first laid out and opened in 1878/87 there
were only 2 entrances - at Reform Street and Beeches Road - which
was deemed perfectly adequate at the time. By the end of the century
housing development was proceeding along Dagger Lane. Church
Vale etc. and town councillors were petitioned to provide a more
convenient entrance for these residents. The matter came up for
discussion at the April 1909 meeting of the Council, by which time the
Earl of Dartmouth had already agreed to add an additional 10 feet
wide strip of land to the existing Park lease. So the only expenditure
required was £30 - presumably for a gate, railings etc. Nevertheless
all the councillors were not in favour - the main concern being that it
might lead to the need for a new lodge, which would of course be a
much larger expense. Despite this the motion was approved and just
3 months later we see that the new entrance was now complete and
"was highly appreciated by the people at that end of the
Borough." continued over ………..
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A Brief History of the Dagger Lane Entrance (contd)

Just 5 years later moves were already afoot to enlarge the
new Dagger Lane entrance and make it more
suitable to its location. The plan decided on was for the
Council to acquire the two cottages that are now Nos 5 &
7 Dagger Lane, along with their gardens, and convert one
of the gardens into the new entrance. This scheme was
approved late in 1914 but with the First World War already
under way it is not surprising that it took until 1928 for the
work to be carried out. In that year when the Councillors
performed their annual inspection of the parks it was
reported that "The new Dagger Lane entrance was a centre of attraction, and here a word of praise is due to
Mr Reading and his staff for the expeditious manner in
which the work was carried out. Some of the members
marvelled at the excellent state of the lawns, which
have been laid only a few months, in view of the
exceptional dry weather which prevailed for weeks
before the visit." The main change since then has
been the addition of brick pillars and cast iron railings during the recent restoration programme.

