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Dartmouth Park officially opened by the Mayor of Sandwell following the Restoration
The weather wasn't kind to us on Saturday 20 September for
our event to celebrate the opening of Dartmouth Park
following the restoration, but it didn't dampen the spirits of the
people who attended. At 11 o'clock there were speeches from
Parks and Countryside Manager, John Satchwell, followed by
the Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr Derek Rowley, and Cllr Maria
Crompton who read out messages from the 10th Earl of
Dartmouth, the Friends' Patron, and Tom Farley, Great
Grandson of Reuben Farley, descendants of the two people
who worked together to give the people of West Bromwich a
Park for fresh air and recreation. (Their messages are
featured on Page 2). Our Chairman, Roger Stopford also
gave a speech and Honorary Member of the Friends, West
Bromwich hero, 'Blind' Dave Heeley, rounded off the
proceedings with his memories of the Park and the fact that
he used it most days for training. The ribbon cutting ceremony
then took place and this was celebrated with music from a
jazz band.
Once the formalities were over everyone made their way to
the events area where there were stalls and sideshows,
activities for the children, including a mini coconut shy, a
wonderful Carousel, Swing Boats and lots of other fairground
rides which were free and very popular, as was the children's
craft tent.
The adults were treated to an afternoon of musical
entertainment from some of the best bands in the West
Midlands. Ian Casey was a great compere for the event and
he introduced the following line-up, Second Chance Cancer
Choir, Sessions Soul Band, Club Berlin, the Wazzocks, and
bringing the entertainment to an end the wonderful Cantaloop
Band.
The Friends invited some special guests from Morley near Leeds, which also has a Dartmouth Park donated by the
5th Earl of Dartmouth, guests from Shifnal—volunteers who fund and manage a wonderful Sensory Garden on land
attached to a Church in Shifnal, which has won many awards and has helped to inspire our Park's very own Sensory
Garden, Terry and Beryl Price—Terry is a local historian and publisher of many books on West Bromwich, and as
already mentioned, 'Blind' Dave Heeley with his lovely family.
A big thank you to the Heritage Lottery and Sandwell MBC for making this day possible, and John R Satchwell, the
Park's Project Manager, and the Dartmouth Park gardeners, who worked so hard alongside the Friends of Dartmouth
Park committee and volunteers to make the day a success despite the weather.
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Message from the 10th Earl of Dartmouth:
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“Very sadly, I have to be in the United States on the 20 September and unable to attend
the ribbon cutting ceremony, but I do want to convey my deep and sincere congratulations
and personal joy on all the work that has been done to restore Dartmouth Park. Today’s
official opening is a fitting celebration. The only sadness is that my ancestor and Alderman
Reuben Farley cannot be present to see their collective vision and generosity progressed
into the 21st Century.”
Very best William Dartmouth

Message from Mr Tom Farley:
“I am sorry that I am not able to join you today for the opening ceremony of your
magnificent Park. (Tom was also in the United States).
My Great Grandfather, Reuben Farley, wanted to construct a Public Park for the
free use of the people of West Bromwich and had the idea of asking the Earl of
Dartmouth for some land. After writing to the Earl, he was then invited for dinner
and the generous gift of 50 acres of land was agreed with the Earl and his son
over cigars and coffee. Reuben drew up the boundary of the park himself which
came to 56 acres—the Earl gladly agreed to the extra 6 acres and the park was
opened in 1878 by the Earl with great rejoicing and a public holiday.
Eight years later Reuben approached the Earl again and secured an extra 9 acres for the boating and bathing pools.
The Earl gladly agreed in honour of the Queen’s Jubilee and the extension was started in 1887, making the Park 65
acres in total. Reuben himself gifted to the park a bandstand, a refreshment room with shelter, some swans and
special ferns from New Zealand.
I have visited the park on several occasions during the past few years and have seen the great work you have all been
doing. I am sure it is looking splendid today.
This sort of re-investment is so important—to keep these wonderful green spaces available for future generations.
I know Reuben would be so proud of you all and so very impressed with the time and passion that you all commit to
your local history and community. The restoration work at Dartmouth Park is a great example of this.
Thank You
Tom Farley
The photograph on page 1 and the photographs below taken by Seumas Kelly
The bottom row features the Second Chance Cancer Choir and the Wazzocks
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Many of our members pay their respects to the fallen with a visit to the
National Memorial Arboretum and Staffordshire Regimental Museum
On the 7 October it was wet and windy when we arrived at the Staffordshire Regimental Museum to be greeted by
four guides in WW1 uniforms who split us into four groups for tours of the Museum and the trenches. The Museum is
bursting at the seams with the history of the regiment and was very interesting. We went outside to the trenches and
the weather conditions gave them a very authentic feel. We couldn't imagine how the soldiers coped with the
conditions they had to live under, and the horror of being ordered 'over the top'. After thanking the guides at the
Museum for a wonderful visit we set off for the National Memorial Arboretum.
We boarded the Land Train for a tour of the Arboretum and found the landscape and the memorials both beautiful
and thought provoking. The Armed Forces Memorial, recognising and thanking those who have lost their lives in
service to their country since the end of WW2, was particularly poignant because it lists so many young men who
have died very recently and their relatives have left photographs and messages which brought a tear to the eye.
See letter on Page 4 from Mrs June Treadgold giving her memories of the beginnings of the National Memorial
Arboretum.
:

The two photographs above taken at the
Staffordshire Regimental Museum and the
photographs below taken at the National
Memorial Arboretum by Seumas Kelly
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What happened to Dartmouth
Park’s Stone Vases?
by Mark Barrett

I was inspired by an article in The Black Country Bugle
about Doulton Works in Netherton and Smethwick to share
this story of Dartmouth Park’s stone vases. The snippet
from the West Bromwich Weekly News of March 1882 (see
left) relates to 14 vases made at the Smethwick Doulton
Works and donated to Dartmouth Park, which was less than
four years old at the time. Almost everything in the Park in
those early years from wildlife, to plants, to benches, etc.,
was donated by some local benefactor or other. You can
see evidence of these vases in these two early postcards.
The vase on the left shows one of the Warwick Vase copies
in the centre of the triangular flower bed which is at the end
of the main avenue. It appears that the lesser vases were
positioned at each of the flowerbed’s three corners and
below left shows them around the Bandstand.
The original Warwick Vase was discovered in fragments at
Hadrian’s Villa at Tivoli in Italy in about 1771. It is a
monumental marble sculpture in the form of a two-handled
drinking cup, decorated with acting masks and motifs
relating to the cult of the Roman God Bacchus. It is over
eight feet wide and weighs around 8.5 tons. At the time it
was discovered Sir William Hamilton was the British Envoy
to Naples and as a keen antiquarian he had it repaired and
shipped back to England. Hamilton was related to the Earls
of Warwick and the vase ended up at Warwick Castle and
became known as the Warwick Vase. It was finally sold
from Warwick Castle in the late 1970s and is now in the
Burrell Collection in Glasgow.
Even though I have done quite a bit of research in old
newspapers, council minute books, etc., I have never found
any mention of what became of any of these Dartmouth
Park vases. Certainly none of them remain today.

Letter from Friends’ Group Member, Mrs June Treadgold, relating her very
personal association with the National Memorial Arboretum
Some years ago I read a small article in the Daily Mail about a proposed site to be added to the National
Forest which was going to be called the National Arboretum. This I thought, could/might be the answer to
something in my mind to do. I wrote to the address given and sent money to donate a tree in memory of my
husband’s brother, Eric Treadgold, who was a member of the Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry and was killed
in the landings at Anzio. He was 21 years old. There was nowhere in this country to commemorate Eric’s life,
no grave, no cenotaph, nothing, and I had long wanted to do something for the man who would have been my
brother-in-law.
We set off to view the Arboretum and looked at the ‘site’ over a five-barred-gate to a landscape of gravel,
sand and weeds! This was the site of the so-called National Arboretum. I can only say you needed to use
your imagination quite a lot. The land had been ‘worked out’ by Redlands Aggregate and after its useful life it
was given to the National Forest to continue the forest through Staffordshire.
We continued to visit to observe the site and were present for the opening ceremony, standing in mud,
sludge, etc. We attended the first Remembrance Service and we were surprised at the numbers attending.
There were coaches from all parts of the country, all the people standing, as we were, in the rain which only
increased the awful conditions underfoot.
Again we attended the next year - by now we stood inside a marquee. This had actually been erected to keep
the band dry, but we found a corner to shelter us, again it was a rainy, bleak November day. The next year
there were two marquees and by this time we had the luxury of rush-matting to stand on.
So the time has gone on for us. I’m happy that my husband has a tree to tie his flowers to, something
tangible to add to the memories of his brother. Eric is recorded on the cenotaph in Monte Casino. The
Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry have, like a lot of other regiments, been ‘absorbed’ and are therefore no
more.
In conclusion, people who will visit this magnificent site will be amazed, astounded and moved, whilst we,
meantime, will have our memories of a five-barred-gate and a sandy, gravelly field.

