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A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Sponsor a tree in Dartmouth Park
At long last we’re in a position to launch our ‘Sponsor a Tree’ project. Over 50 trees are being
planted at the moment, with the vast majority of them in the arboretum area of the Park which is
near to the Herbert Street entrance.
Each tree will be identified by a number tag and anyone wishing to sponsor a tree at £10 each will
receive a numbered certificate. There are a limited amount of trees for this scheme so if you are
interested please apply as soon as possible. You can contact Annette on 07963 101750 for
more details and application forms will be available at our Christmas Event at The Hawthorns on
the 17 December.

Work continues in the Park
As well as the tree planting other work is still continuing in the Park with a new wall at the bottom
of the Avenue supporting the triangular bed and the path renewed in line with the rest of the
pathways. Work will soon begin on erecting the Bandstand (see design below). Thousands of
bulbs have been planted, including snowdrops, crocus’, bluebells, daffodils and in the formal
flower beds hundreds of tulips. We will have a stunning display of colour throughout the spring.

Editor: Carol Hartill, Secretary of the Friends of Dartmouth Park
c/o Reform Street Lodge, Dartmouth Park, West Bromwich, B71 4AS
Tel: 0121 588 4747, e-mail: carolh.fodp@btinternet.com
Roger Stopford
Chairman

Sue Slater
Vice Chair

Annette Welch
Treasurer

Carol Hartill
Secretary

Betty Finney

Margaret Geddes

Pauline Lawley

Yvonne Hayward

Nigel Slater
_______________
Chris Burgess

Mandy Timms
Membership
Secretary

Mark Barrett
Social Historian

Wendy Bodenham
Minute Secretary

2
Remembrance
Sunday

Photographs taken by Seumas Kelly
There was a great crowd for the Remembrance Sunday Service in Dartmouth Park and the sun shone. This
year the event had a surprise with the attendance of soldiers from a Sikh Regiment with four of their number
on guard at the War Memorial throughout the service. Also attending this year was the Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of the West Midlands, who informed the event's organizer, Cllr Steve Melia, that he will attend
next year's event. Thank you to Cllr Melia for his work in making this event possible and to the people of
West Bromwich for their generous donations - the collection tins were full. Lots of children attended and
were very generous with their pocket money. The photographs below tell the story of West Bromwich's
tribute to the fallen and as the crowds left the Park these words, which are inscribed on the War Memorial at
Kohima in India, were very appropriate:
"When you go home
tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow
we gave our today".

Roger our Chairman
with the Friends’
Wreath
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Bonfire and Fireworks Display in the Park very well attended and a great success despite the
downpour earlier in the day. Photographs taken by Seumas Kelly

All of Seumas’s photographs
are stunning. We have his
record of Remembrance
Sunday on Page 2 and these
splendid photographs of the
bonfire and fireworks display
in the Park. The photograph
on the left of the bonfire
lighting up the trees is
particularly striking.
The Friends’ Committee
would like to thank Seumas
for his generosity in taking
and sharing his photographs
with us. They make such a
difference to the newsletter
and website.

Visit Sandwell Park Farm for lots of Christmas ideas
Order your farm reared turkey
priced at £8 per kg., get a beautiful
food hamper for friends, or a gift for
the gardener or bird lover in your
life. Choose your Christmas Tree,
and take your children/
grandchildren to Santa’s Grotto to
experience a Winter Wonderland.
Not forgetting you can get a
delicious Christmas Lunch in the
Tea Rooms.
Christmas Celebration and Craft
Fair weekend on Saturday 13 and
Sunday 14 December.

The story of Dartmouth4 Central Bowling Club
Dartmouth Bowling Club has been on the
border of Dartmouth Park for over a 100
years. A ‘postage stamp’ of the Dartmouth
Estate was rented to the club by the 6th Earl
of Dartmouth for a peppercorn rent. The
Earl became the Patron and his photograph
still hangs in the club. He sold the freehold
to the club on the understanding that if the
land was not used for the benefit of the
residents of West Bromwich, it would revert
back to him.The Club was the meeting place
for the businessmen of West Bromwich and
its Presidents were all men of influence in
the Borough.
Left is the portrait of the 6th Earl of Dartmouth
which still hangs in the Club.
Ladies weren’t permitted into the Club in the early days, but there
was a special Ladies’ Day when they were not only invited into
the Club, but they were waited on by the male members.
Eventually the rules were changed so that ladies were permitted
to become full members and could sit on the Committee.
The photograph below shows the Ladies’ Day Event held in 1929.

The Dartmouth Bowling Club amalgamated with the Central
Bowling Club for financial reasons and is known as
‘Dartmouth Central Bowling Club’. The Club has a very
healthy membership and on the day I visited was holding its
final competition of the year before the green closed for
some tender loving care. The bowling season has ended,
but the Club is still busy with social events and has snooker
tables and a skittle alley.
The Club today with the Pavilion opened in 1976
by the Club’s Patron Lord Brooks who was
Managing Director of GKN.

For more information about the Club and its facilities ring the
President, Alan Reed, on 0121 240 1040.

