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First of all I must apologise for giving out the wrong information in the February Newsletter
regarding the dates of our 2015 Events . The AGM as you can see below should have read
Tuesday not Wednesday and our Annual Outing in October should have read Thursday 8
October and not Tuesday. I shall try to do better in future!

Annual General Meeting
2pm - Tuesday 14 April 2015
Events Room, Dartmouth Park Pavilion
Following the business of the meeting there will be a talk on the Oak House and Manor House by Frank
Caldwell, Sandwell’s Principal Officer for Museums, Arts and Heritage. This will be followed by a short
presentation of old photographs and early films of West Bromwich. There will be refreshments and a
chance to renew your membership at the Meeting. Look forward to welcoming you on the 14 April.
Dartmouth Park Sensory Garden Volunteers presented with
a certificate to recognise the good work they do in the Park
The Town Hall was the venue for a very special evening to
recognise the work of the many groups and individuals who
have made an outstanding contribution to the lives of people
living in West Bromwich.
The gardeners didn’t win the top award, but did receive the
certificate on the left. The thirteen volunteers have been
working together for several years and the Sensory Garden has
been a great success, becoming one of the outstanding features
in the Park where visitors can sit and relax in a colourful display
of flowers and shrubs. They have even found time to help the
new Volunteer Gardening Group at the Oak House.
The Friends were delighted that Mrs Beryl Price, a member of
the Friends of Dartmouth Park, received the ‘Mayor’s Award’ for
her lifetime of fund raising and charity work in West Bromwich.
The winner of the ‘Volunteer of the Year Award’ went to the
group who have worked so hard to clear All Saints Churchyard.
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Chris Moore retires after 47 years in the Parks’ Department
Chris joined the Parks’ Department when he was
15 and has had a long career working, with other
people, to provide the community with safe green
spaces for leisure and physical exercise. This is
exactly what the 5th Earl of Dartmouth and
Alderman Reuben Farley wanted for the ‘hard
working people of West Bromwich’ when they
provided Dartmouth Park.
Chris worked in Dartmouth Park for several years
and was the person who designed and planted the
wonderful floral clocks that so many of us
remember.
However, one of his greatest achievements was
being part of the team that transformed Sandwell
Park Farm into the ‘jewel in the crown’ of West
Bromwich.
The wonderful Victorian Walled
Garden is just one of the legacies Chris has given
us.
The Friends of Dartmouth Park were very pleased
when Chris returned to managing the Park during
the later stages of the restoration. His ideas for the
beds in the Avenue were taken on board and have
been a great success.
The Friends of Dartmouth Park wish Chris a long and happy retirement.
The photographs below show one of the floral clocks designed by Chris and the new planting in the Avenue.

New Management Structure for Dartmouth Park begins in April
Darren Jones from Grounds Maintenance will now be overseeing the Park and John R Satchwell will
become Dartmouth Park Manager and Green Flag Officer reporting to Darren Jones. Richard Williams is
appointed the dedicated Ranger for the Park and will report to John. However, Richard may be required to
continue working in Sandwell Valley at the moment due to shortage of rangers. There will still be three
gardeners and an apprentice for the Park who will also report to John.
Cherie O’Sullivan, who was the Project Manager for Lightwoods Park, has been appointed to take over at
Sandwell Park Farm.

Please note the membership renewal fee for the Friends of Dartmouth Park has been
increased by 50 pence to £4.00. This is to help with increased administration costs.
The renewal form is enclosed with this newsletter.
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Photograph taken inside the Victorian Refreshment Room in Dartmouth Park
This is the first photograph I've seen of the inside of the
Refreshment Room. It was on the 'West Bromwich People'
Facebook page. The photograph belongs to Michael Guest
and is of his two daughters. They were in the Refreshment
Room when an Express & Star photographer came in and
asked them to pose for him. Michael says the photograph
was probably taken in the mid 1970s and he does ask when
the building closed. The Refreshment Room closed in 1976
when Joe Johnson, who had been the proprietor since
1945, retired aged 65. So the photograph must have been
taken just before it closed. Sadly, the building remained
empty for years and became a target for vandals who burnt
it down in 1983 which was the year Joe died.
Joe played football for West Bromwich Albion and England
and ran the Refreshment Room with his wife Flo. Joe and
Flo had 4 children who also played a huge part in running
this very popular amenity.
In an interview with Shirley, one of Joe's daughters, she
says: 'A lot of people will probably remember the big W T
Avery weighing scales situated near the entrance to the
cafe. It only cost a penny to use them and they were
accurate most of the time.'
The Johnson family's memories of running the Refreshment
Room can be found in a book produced by the Friends of
Dartmouth Park. There are a few copies of the book
available at £5. The book contains the memories of many
Park users throughout the decades.
The framed photograph on the right was
donated by the late Stanley Morris Turner
who lived in Dagger Lane.
It now hangs in the Events Room in the
Pavilion as a reminder of the lovely 1930s
Band Stand that has such happy memories
for those of us of a certain age.
The photograph is of the West Bromwich
Borough Band and has a plaque on the
frame stating:
“Presented to our President
Councillor A Turner
4.9.34.”
who was Stanley’s father.

Local Group, including some of our members, chosen to be in a TV Advertisement
Several members of the Friends’ Group were recently involved in the making of a television advertisement
for Barclays Bank. Filming took place at West Bromwich Town Hall Tea Dance which is run by Brian and
Penny Williamson who are also members of the Friends. A crew of twelve people came from London and
spent the afternoon filming the dancers.
The advertisement promotes Barclays Bank Silver Surfer Service and is on TV at the moment. It features
twin sisters being shown how to search for a dance location, then subsequently enjoying the dancing at the
Town Hall.
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Great Escape in West Bromwich Civic Week 1927
Mark Barrett, our Social Historian, has found this report in one of the local newspapers
from February 1927 of an extraordinary event in Dartmouth Park:

“There was an alarming incident in connection with the inauguration of the festivities on Saturday when

a captive balloon of huge dimensions which was moored in the Dartmouth Park broke away and disappeared in the clouds, but not before it had done damage to some property. The balloon, of the sausage
type, was hired for the week from Messrs. Spencer’s of London, and it was intended to serve as an aerial
advertisement which would be visible over a wide radius. A position was secured for it in Dartmouth Park,
where moorings had been sunk five feet into the ground. During Saturday morning the “captive” was seen
sailing majestically over the town, and on it were emblazoned in large letters “Come to West Bromwich
Civic Week.” It was not in the air many hours before it escaped from its moorings and travelled in the
direction of Walsall to an unknown destination. This of course is an advertisement which the Civic Week
publicity committee did not bargain for, because the balloon, travelling over a wide area will give West
Bromwich Civic Week enormous publicity. When the incident happened there were large crowds of people
in the Park watching the motor cycle rodeo, but very few were aware that anything untoward had occurred
until the balloon was sailing away.
Some people made an effort to follow its direction, for attached to the balloon was 700 feet of steel wire
together with a hook, but it travelled too quickly. Some housetops in the neighbourhood of the park
entrance were touched by the trailing rope, but at the top of Dagger Lane some damage was done before
it got clear of the houses. The dangling chain and hook smashed the sitting-room window of Mr. S. J.
Asbury, grocer and provision dealer, took the chimney pot off the house next door, and smashed in the
roof of No. 4, Dagger Lane, occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Pearce. Fortunately at Mr. Asbury’s the family
were not using the sitting-room on Saturday, as it is their wont to do on other days, or serious injury
might have been inflicted by the flying glass. The damage to the house occupied by Mr. and Mrs.
Pearce was serious, as a hole two yards square was cut in the roof, and the heavy rain which was falling
at the time poured into the bedroom which was usually occupied. The floor of the room was covered
with plaster and broken roofing. A huge bath was requisitioned to catch the rain water. There were no
personal injuries to anyone, but both families suffered slightly from shock.
During the afternoon a strong wind arose, and the escape of the balloon is attributed to the force of the
gale against the cable, causing the heel of the winch by which it was moored to be lifted out of the
ground. The cable eventually broke, thus releasing the balloon. At the time it was 500 feet up in the air.
Rumours have been current that the captive balloon has come down to earth again at Darlington but no
official confirmation of this is forthcoming.”

