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Dartmouth Park on a sunny weekend in early June
Photographs by Seumas Kelly
To see Dartmouth Park full of families enjoying the sunshine, and the many amenities it now has, is a
wonderful endorsement for the restoration project. A big thank you to the Heritage Lottery and Sandwell
MBC for giving back to us the Park we remember and ensuring that it will now be available for future
generations to enjoy.

Below Sandwell Model Boat Club
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Green Flag Judges in Dartmouth Park on Thursday 14 May
The Green Flag Award scheme is the benchmark national standard for parks and green spaces in the UK.
There are six Green Flag Parks in Sandwell and it was Dartmouth Park's turn to be judged on the 14 May.
Although it was a very cold dull day, the judges, Ken Whittaker and Brian Kempson were given a warm
welcome by John Satchwell, Principal Parks and Green Spaces Manager for SMBC, Darren Jones, Ground
Care Manager, John Satchwell Jr, Dartmouth Park Manager, and several members of the Friends of
Dartmouth Park. They had lots of questions for everyone before they ventured on their walk in the Park and
were pleased to see the Volunteer Gardeners who were working in the Sensory Garden.
During the walk they were checking on all aspects of our much loved green space, including cleanliness,
and appeared to be impressed with what they saw.
We have to wait until July for their decision.

Friends‘ Members have an afternoon out at the Oak House
On 9 June 26 of us took advantage of a guided tour of the Oak House with Jessica Hoyle, its Visitor
Services Officer and House Manager, and we learnt lots of new facts that have come to light about the
House’s history following new research. The Turton family, who built the House in the early 1600s, rose
from Yeoman Farmers to be landed gentry, with the help of their other interests in nail making and pottery
manufacture. They also had a little ‘money lending’ business following the Civil War, when they financed
Royalist families to allow them to pay fines to retrieve their estates from the Parliamentarians. The tour
was very interesting and, if you haven’t already visited this wonderful house, I urge you to do so.

Our Chairman and Treasurer receive a cheque from the WestBrom
On Wednesday 3 June, myself, Sue and Annette were invited to
West Brom Building Society to be presented with a cheque for
£500 by Jim King, the Communications and Community
Manager, at the West Brom. Jim was impressed with the work
we have been doing in Dartmouth Park and the events we
arrange for the enjoyment of the whole community. The £500 will
go towards paying for marquees for our autumn fair which will be
held on Saturday 5 September. This should be a joyous
occasion as we are hoping to unveil the much anticipated
bandstand with a programme of live music.
Since the West Brom was founded more than 160 years ago
supporting the community has been a major factor for the
Society and its staff.
The Friends of Dartmouth Park thank the West Brom for their
generous donation.
With the support of various groups and individuals we are hoping
to raise funds to move the beautiful mural in the background of
the photograph to Sandwell Park Farm when the Building
Society moves to its new offices.

Sue Slater, Annette Welch and Jim King
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Spring Fair benefits from good weather
Our events in the Park usually coincide with poor weather, but not this time. Saturday 16 May was very
pleasant with some sunshine breaking through and lots of bargains on the stalls including plants, bric-abrac, pottery, and fancy goods which brought in the visitors. There were also displays by Sandwell Model
Boat Club, Sandnats and Crime Prevention. The Snack Bar was very busy, as were the various stalls
selling food, especially Sandra's Cupcakes which disappeared very quickly. Everyone was delighted to
see our Honorary Member, Blind Dave, and his family enjoying a relaxing walk around the Fair, with many
people congratulating him upon his magnificent marathon achievements over the past few weeks. The
Friends' Group would like to thank the Park's gardeners for their support throughout the event, and Tipton
Community Association for their excellent service. Below are two photographs taken at the event.

Seumas Kelly’s superb photographs of wildlife in Dartmouth Park and
Sandwell Valley

The new family of Cygnets and a Pintail Duck in Dartmouth Park above and below we have a family of Great Crested
Grebes with two of the chicks having a bit of a tiff and a Great Spotted Woodpecker feeding her chick.
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History of Sandwell Park Golf Club
In January 1895 a number of prominent gentlemen in West Bromwich decided there was a requirement for “golf” in
the area and formed the West Bromwich Golf Club. In May of the same year a 9 hole course was opened at
Churchfields, with a club room in a house in Church Vale. Membership at first was limited to 35 gentlemen and 15
Ladies, but both limits were subsequently raised as circumstances permitted. However, some members thought that
access to the course was a problem and would limit its success.
In October 1896 plans were considered for the laying out of a 9 hole course on the Sandwell Park Estate and at a
meeting in 1897 it was resolved to enter into negotiations for the acquisition of Sandwell Park and at a special
general meeting in June of the same year a committee was appointed to carry out the arrangements for removal to
the new links. The first ball was struck at Sandwell Park on Christmas Day 1897.
On the 12 November 1898 an exhibition match was arranged over the nine hole course between Harry Vardon and
John Henry Taylor, who, with James Braid, were members of a famous
triumvirate of the game at the time. The purpose of their visit was to survey the
ground upon which a further 9 holes were planned.
As if to celebrate the success of the new course, its surroundings and easy
access, being only a short train and tram ride from Birmingham Snow Hill
station, in March 1899, the name was changed to Sandwell Park Golf Club.
Harry Vardon returned for another exhibition match over 36 holes, this time
with James Braid, the then Open Champion, and Vardon was the winner. This
match drew very large crowds. When these famous golfers were asked for
their opinion of the course, both said they were the best inland links they had
every played on”.

Harry Vardon

The first clubhouse was converted from an old ‘cowshed’ but by November
1903 this was replaced with a new building, described at that time as “palatial”
and funded by donations from members. Also the Earl of Dartmouth, an
honorary member, was elected President of the club, a position he was to hold
until 1937.

The course was changed in 1912 and many compliments were made about the condition of the greens and quality of
the new course which forms the basis of that played today,. The WW1 interrupted play and progress, but in the
1920s further developments in all directions were made and the club once again went on to regain its position as one
of the leading Midland golf clubs.
After more interruptions due to WW2 in 1946, negotiations were entered into with the Earl of Dartmouth, resulting in
the purchase of the freehold of the land. Forced changes to the course had to be made due to the erection of pylons
and the building of the M5 Motorway. It meant the sad loss of the Arch Entrance that now sits on the island at
Junction 1. The photograph below left from the early 1900s shows Mr and Mrs Woodward standing outside their
home in the Archway with their son, Jim. Mr Woodward was a green keeper at the Golf Club for many years. In the
photograph of the Archway on the Motorway Island you can still see the outline of their home.

