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A Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Remembrance Sunday 2015—Photographs by Seumas Kelly
The organizers and all those taking part made this year's Remembrance Sunday a very special occasion as you can
see from the following photographs which tell the story of the event. A big thank you to Cllr Steve Melia and the staff
from Sandwell Park Farm who ensured the event was a fitting tribute to those lost in the two World Wars and in more
recent conflicts. The people who attended were very generous with their donations to the Royal British Legion.
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Armistice Day
The Friends of Dartmouth Park purchased a wreath to place on the rose bed dedicated to members of the Armed
Forces who have lost their lives in recent and ongoing conflicts. A few members were just going to hold the two
minutes silence and then lay the wreath. However, there were people in the Park standing at the War Memorial to
hold their own two minutes silence and Annette, our Treasurer, told them about our own little event taking place just
outside the Park and that they were welcome to join us.
We were delighted that one of the people who joined us was David Jennings, who was proudly displaying his uncle's
cap badge on his beret, together with his own badge. David's cap badge was that of the Royal Logistics Corps (RLC)
as he couldn't obtain a Royal Corps of Transport (RCT) cap badge in which he served. His Uncle's cap badge worn
alongside was the Highland Light Infantry (HLI) The Glasgow Highlanders. David's uncle was killed in Action (KIA) on
the 26th June 1944 in Normandy, France, and he said he always remembers him on 11/11. David himself was WO2
(SSM) at 237 SQN RCT (V) after promotion through the ranks between 1970 - 1986 in the Territorials based at
Carters Green, West Bromwich.
David very kindly read The Ode, which ended with us all joining in with the 'We will remember them' and following the
two minutes silence read the words inscribed on the War Memorial at Kohima in India:
'When you go home
tell them of us and say,
for your tomorrow
we gave our today.'
The photographs below show David laying the wreath and some of the people who joined us at what turned out to be
a very moving event

November 5th in Dartmouth Park draws the crowds

Sue Slater, Annette Welch and Jim King
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Perfect Christmas Present for anyone interested in the
History of West Bromwich through the eyes of our Great Victorian benefactor
Alderman Reuben Farley

Pauline Lawley and Anne Wilkins, the book’s authors, pictured above, have brought together in one book information
from various sources on the life of Reuben Farley. There is a Chapter entitled ‘Farley in his own words—Some
Personal Reminiscences’, which give a wonderful record of Victorian life in West Bromwich and is available for the
first time due to the extensive research undertaken by the book’s authors with the assistance of Robin Pearson. A
wealth of photographs tell the story of his public, business and family life. Alderman Farley helped to bring so many
benefits to the people of West Bromwich, including several parks, churches, a hospital, an educational
establishment, a public baths, the Oak House and the Town Hall. It was Alderman Farley who wrote to the 5th Earl of
Dartmouth asking for land from his estate for a much needed public park for the benefit of the hard working people of
West Bromwich, and our beautiful Dartmouth Park was opened to the public in 1878.
If you would like to purchase a book for the discounted price of £10, please contact Pauline on 0121 588 4127 or
e-mail: paulinelawley@talktalk.net. Pauline and Anne are members of the Friends of Dartmouth Park.

Express and Star
Cash for your Community Scheme

Volunteer Gardeners plant a
thousand more daffodil bulbs

A big thank you to everyone who
collected the tokens from the
Express & Star over several weeks
on behalf of the Friends’ Group.
We sent off 1,800 and were awarded
£198 which will be very useful.

The swath of daffodils down the northern
perimeter of the Park has been enhanced by
another 1000 bulbs paid for by the Friends of
Dartmouth Park.

The money will be put towards
replacing the vandalised benches
in the Sensory Garden in time for
visitors to once again sit in this
beautiful oasis when Spring and
Summer arrive.

In spring this year there was a stunning
display, but unfortunately many members of
the public thought that the daffodils were for
gathering and taking home.
Next spring we hope that visitors to the Park,
both adults and children, will respect the fact
that the daffodils are for everyone to enjoy
and not for picking. We are going to have
some signs made to remind everyone of this
and trust that the daffodils will give pleasure
to all visitors to the Park throughout the
spring.
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West Bromwich and the Golden Age of Coach Travel by Mark Barrett
From the early 1700s Great Britain
became criss-crossed by a sophisticated
network of turnpike roads. By 1800 there
were claimed to be 18000 miles of
turnpikes and as engineers such as
Macadam and Telford strove to improve
both the structure and surface of the
roads there began a Golden Age of coach
travel. Of all the turnpikes one of the most
important was the London to Holyhead
road and it passed right through the
middle of the parish of West Bromwich. It
should be stressed that the West
Bromwich of those days was very different
to the one we know today. As late as
1801 the population was just 5500 people
spread over a cluster of hamlets which
were centred notionally around All Saints
Church. The Holyhead Road ran along
the route of the present High Street but in
1801 that area was just open heath land
with hardly a building in sight.
The Holyhead Road gained its importance partly as a main route for mail coaches, which ran not only to North Wales
but Chester and other towns and cities of the North West, and partly due to the 1801 Act of Union between Britain and
Ireland which caused the amount of traffic through to the ferry port of Holyhead to increase dramatically. The 260 milelong road was operated by a number of separate but contiguous Turnpike Trusts, with the section from Birmingham
through West Bromwich, to Wednesbury and Bilston turnpiked as early as 1727. It is interesting that for many years the
preferred route from West Bromwich to Wolverhampton followed the left fork at Carters Green then through Great
Bridge to Bilston. It was only after Thomas Telford reduced the gradient of Holloway Bank and improved the route
through Wednesbury that that became the preferred route.
It is ironic that just as the turnpike system had reached such a level of sophistication George Stephenson was trialling
his first railway locomotives. And it wasn't long before “railway mania” took hold and eventually consigned the turnpikes
to history. Before Queen Victoria's reign was half way through many of the Turnpike Trusts were being dissolved and
the old gates and tollhouses were rapidly disappearing. It is easy to assume that all evidence of the Holyhead Road
through West Bromwich has disappeared, but not so! By 1766 various Acts of Parliament had made it compulsory for
the Turnpike Trusts to place milestones along their roads, and remarkably 3 of those milestones still exist in West
Bromwich to this day. There is even a fourth just beyond the West Bromwich boundary towards Birmingham. Of the
three in West Bromwich one is located close to the old Fox & Dogs pub on the High Street. The carving on it looks
unnaturally fresh but this is due to the fact that it was refurbished by the “West Bromwich Civic Pride Society in 1980.
The other two are unfortunately now so worn that you could easily pass them without realising what they are. One is on
the Dudley Street side of Carters Green and the other is at Hill Top. On Old Meeting Street the Halfway House pub has
a striking image of a mail coach on its sign boards. I can find no evidence of a pub there in the mail-coach days, but it is
great that the present-day pub pays homage to the days when coaches would have gone thundering past this spot en
route to London and Ireland and myriad places in between.

Hill Top
Fox and Dogs Pub

