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Our Annual Christmas Event at The Hawthorns goes from strength to strength

Everyone had a great time at The Hawthorns and a big thank you to the wonderful staff who looked after us so well,
and the chef for a superb meal. Soul Brother Soul Sister as always provided great entertainment and got most of us
on the dance floor. Those who didn’t dance said it was perfect music to dance to or just to listen to. We had some
guests from Cheshire, Harold and Sheila Bolter, pictured top left, who were celebrating Sheila’s 80th birthday and
Christmas with their friends in West Bromwich. Harold and Sheila originally came from West Bromwich. Thank you to
Seumas Kelly for the photographs.
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Christmas Event on the Bandstand on Saturday 10 December
Everyone had a very jolly time at our first attempt at an event on the Bandstand. We had tried to engage
professional singers to entertain us, without success. They didn't like the idea of being outside in
December. However, we decided to still hold an informal event and recruited a number of our members to
lead the singing. Ron, Selwyn, John, Margaret, Chris and June started us off with White Christmas, and, in
between the singing, Sue read several Christmas Poems. We had a very good audience who joined in the
singing with enthusiasm.
Following the singing we all retired to the Events Room for a welcome hot drink and a mince pie, served
by Nigel and Yvonne.
The photograph centre right is of the Reindeer Bikers who joined us for the event following a ride around
the Valley, and bottom right is Maggie having a really good time.
Thank you to all who attended and to our hard working members who made the event so enjoyable.
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Remembrance Sunday in Dartmouth Park captured in photographs
taken by Seumas Kelly
It was a bright, dry day for this year’s Remembrance Sunday event in Dartmouth Park and very well attended. The
Friends of Dartmouth Park handed out the Service Sheets and manned the stall selling poppies. People were very
generous, including the children who donated their pocket money.

Armistice Day event

The Friends held their own little event on Armistice Day at the Rose Bed dedicated to members of the Armed Forces
who have lost their lives in recent conflicts. Trumpeter, Simon, played the 'Last Post' and the 'Reveille', Selwyn read
Top
the poems and our Chair, Sue laid the wreath. We were joined by children from Lyng Primary Hill
School
and Sandwell
College. Fox and Dogs Pub
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George Borwick’s Baking Powder and
its connection with West Bromwich
Information sourced by our Social Historian, Mark Barrett

Borwick’s Heath Academy was the school to send your sons if you were a well-heeled businessman in
West Bromwich in the mid-1800s. Indeed Alderman Reuben Farley was one such boy who started his
education at Borwick’s Heath Academy.
George Borwick was born in 1807 in Cartmel, Lancashire. He moved to worked as a teacher in West
Bromwich at his Heath Academy and married Jane Hudson, the daughter of a Congregationalist minister,
in 1831. His brother-in-law was Robert Spear Hudson who had introduced the first successful commercial
soap powder in 1837. Remember Hudson’s Passage off the High Street? Robert Hudson was a trained
chemist and had invented a formula for baking power, which he gifted to Borwick.
Borwick moved to London in 1844 to work as a wholesale agent selling Hudson’s washing and bleaching
powder as well as his new baking powder, called Borwick’s German Baking Powder. It received a
recommendation from the private baker to Queen Victoria in 1849. Borwick also introduced a successful
egg powder. A Dr Hassall analysed Borwick’s baking powder in 1855 and found it to consist of tartaric
acid, soda (or maybe potassium carbonate), ground rice, a small amount of wheat flour and possibly a little
sugar.
Borwick’s returns averaged £12,000 to £14,000 a year between 1845 and 1857. Borwick’s baking powder
and egg powder became some of the first widely known consumer products in Britain. George Borwick
employed 75 men and boys and 8 girls in 1861. Growing sales saw the company relocate to Finsbury in
1864. Robert Hudson Borwick and Joseph Cooksey Borwick , sons of George Borwick, entered the
business in 1865 after a brief period working as manufacturing confectioners. By 1870 they were partners,
and the firm traded as George Borwick & Sons.
In 1870 the firm was awarded a Royal Warrant for baking powder from the Queen of the Netherlands.
Borwick’s baking powder won its fifth gold medal at an International Exhibition in 1882.
George Borwick had retired to Devon by 1881, and he died in 1889. The value of his personal estate was
estimated at £259,740. The firm was left to his sons Robert and Joseph.
600,000 packets of Borwick’s baking powder were sold every week by 1896.
George Borwick & Sons was still trading in London in 1949, but was then acquired in 1955 by H J Green &
Company of Brighton, and, following several takeovers is now owned by Kerry Group of Ireland, who still
produce Borwick’s Baking Powder at their facility in Rotherham.
Borwick’s Baking Powder, invented in West Bromwich, was the highest selling baking powder in the world.

On the left an early map of West
Bromwich, which shows the Academy
roughly where Lidl is today. It is on
land next to that owned by his fatherin-law.

