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Dartmouth Park is a great place to be in the School Holidays
whatever the weather
The Friends of Dartmouth Park arranged for small zoo animals from Dudley
Zoo to visit Dartmouth Park on Wednesday 9 August. It was a very enjoyable
event for both children and parents, as you can see from the photographs.
We were able to stroke or tickle a number of animals, including a chinchilla
(who would normally be asleep in the day, but was happy to be tickled by the
children), a snake, a lizard, a white rat, giant slugs, and cockroaches. Craft
Tables also proved very popular; there was a children's tombola, and a long
queue for Face Painting.
The event was such a success, we will be looking to repeat it. It was great to
see the Community Room in the 'Fort' being used for children to enjoy
themselves and parents to relax.
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Chase Jazzmen entertain on the Bandstand in the Park

On Saturday 22 July visitors to the Park were entertained by the Chase Jazzmen as part of the Birmingham,
Solihull and Sandwell Jazz Festival. The Festival provided 215 performances in 99 venues, which included
many in Sandwell. Those who attended the performance in the Park very much enjoyed the entertainment.
The Friends of Dartmouth Park website has a new
page called ‘Wildlife Photographs’. This gives an
opportunity to share the wonderful photographs
taken by Seumas Kelly in Sandwell Valley and
Dartmouth Park. Take a look on:
http://www.friendsofdartmouthpark.org.uk/Wildlife%
20Photographs.html
One of the photographs below:

Visit to the Royal Naval
Association Club
in West Bromwich
Saturday 28 October
We still have a few places available for our visit
to the Royal Naval Association Club in Bull
Lane, West Bromwich.
The visit will start with a buffet lunch at 1pm and
the cost will be £5 per person.
We will have the privilege of listening to the
Club’s sub-mariners who will give an insight
into life on a submarine, and also view the
Club’s Aladdin's Cave of Naval memorabilia.
Please book your place, at what should be a
very interesting afternoon, by sending your £5
to the address on the front page of the
newsletter for a ticket.

Dartmouth Park maintains its
Green Flag status
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Armed Forces Day held in Dartmouth Park for the first time
Saturday 24 June was a great day for
Dartmouth Park when it hosted Armed
Forces Day for the first time. It was a
very colourful and entertaining event to
celebrate and thank our Armed Forces
for their service to the country.
The event started at 11am with the
March under Commander Major
Matthew Lindow RLC, followed by the
raising of the Armed Forces Day flag
and a Parade inspection. The
inspection was carried out by Deputy
Lieutenant of the West Midlands,
Stewart Towe CBE DL, who also
visited all the exhibitors and stall
holders to thank them for their support.
Sergeant David Oakes and Sergeant
Andrew Gilbert were presented with
awards by the Mayor of Sandwell, and
the Mayor's address was given by
Captain Alan O'Brien, PSAO 237 (West
Bromwich) Sup Sqn.
An Act of Worship was conducted by
Reverend Dwayne McQuaid, Padre to
Oldbury Royal British Legion.
It was then time for everyone to relax
and enjoy the entertainment provided
by Northfield Caledonia Pipes, dhol
drummers, singers, dance performers,
and much more. There was also a very
interesting display of army vehicles.
The Friends of Dartmouth Park were
very pleased that their stall was well
supported by visitors.

Sorry to mention Christmas in the
August Newsletter, but thought we
should let members know the date
of our annual Christmas Event,
which will be held again at The
Hawthorns.

The Fairy Ring and Jacob’s Ladder

The date is Tuesday 12 December
and this year we will be in the
Millichip Suite.

West Bromwich Local History Society found the following in an
article on Old West Bromwich written in August 1945:

WBA have kindly kept the cost the
same as last year, which means we
are charging £25 for members and
£27.50 for non-members.

The Fairy Ring & Jacob’s Ladder
The Fairy Ring and Jacob’s Ladder were both located in a field on
the right-hand side of Newton Road going towards Great Barr.
There is a scientific explanation of the fairy rings which are caused
by a growth of fungi below the surface but from ancient times they
were always ascribed to fairies dancing in a ring. Jacob’s Ladder
was a wooden stile of several steps which gave access to a path
leading across the fields to Vale Street.

We will be entertained by the Gary
Bell Quartet.
Please put this date in your diary
and let us know if you wish to
attend, as the Millichip Suite is a
smaller room, and the places will be
limited.

Both disappeared in the 1920s, but I’m sure many of you
remember these names which had a mythical connection for
locals.
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The Interesting Origins of the "Kenrick Clock" by Mark Barrett
The "Kenrick Clock" has now been keeping reliable and accurate time in Dartmouth Square for 105 years. It was
a gift to the town from J. Archibald Kenrick who was Mayor of West Bromwich in 1912. This information about the
origins of the clock comes from various newspaper reports when the clock first became operational in November
of that year.
It is important to note firstly that the cast iron column on which the
clock was placed was already there in Dartmouth Square, it being
a ventilation pipe for the public toilets located directly beneath.
This pipe was an unattractive feature and a few local residents
had already set about raising the funds to improve its
appearance. Luckily the Borough Engineer had the foresight to
make a direct approach to Mr Kenrick, who agreed to personally
fund a clock to be placed on the top. And, what's more, he
specified that it should be one of the finest and most up-to-date
that could be obtained..
By then West Bromwich already had its own School of Art. So, rather than look to a catalogue to find a case for
the clock, an approach was made to Albert Hopkins, the modelling master there. Mr Hopkins was a prize-winning
sculptor and modeller who had previously made the terra cotta panels for the Farley Clock Tower at Carter's
Green. He accepted the commission, and over a period of approximately a month he busied himself making all
the decorative mouldings in clay. These were built in sections and then removed to the foundry of Messrs G.
Salter & Co. in Spon Lane where the final castings were made.
As regards the clock mechanism the first decision was whether it should be an electric or an ordinary winding
clock. It was eventually concluded that an electrical clock would be best suited to the purpose, and the particular
type of clock decided upon was that worked on the Hope-Jones system and made by the Synchronome
Company.
This was the same type of system that had been installed in the market place clock in Wednesbury the year
before, and that also still operates some of the clocks in West Bromwich Town Hall. Wikipedia states that
Synchronome clocks were the most accurate clocks in the world at the time, and they remained so until the
development of quartz crystal and atomic clocks some thirty years later.
The Synchronome system was electro-mechanical, making maximum use of electricity, whilst allowing the
pendulum to remain gravity driven. All the pendulum had to do was turn a count wheel and unlock a gravity arm,
the energy lost in doing so being negligible. This pendulum "master clock" could then generate electronic
impulses to power many "slaves."

The master movement for the Kenrick Clock was based in the toilet attendant's office below and wires to carry
the electrical impulses were laid from this to the four dials in the tower above. A further advantage of this
Synchronome clock was that there was an automatic movement for extinguishing the light, and the vagaries of
the sun's rising and setting at various times were all arranged in the mechanism.
A journalist wrote in November 1912 that 15 days after the
master clock had been properly regulated it had varied by only
one and a half seconds, and considering the locality and the
vibrating wall amidst almost constant traffic, this was considered
an excellent result.
One other thing is worthy of mention. By the wish of the makers
the clock was placed under the special care of the eminent
seismologist, Mr John Johnson Shaw, who lived at that time at
Hill Top.
Postscript
The Clock is now a Grade II listed structure and so will remain a feature of West Bromwich Town Centre for the
foreseeable future.
Research about the Clock is ongoing. The original master clock must have been removed when the
underground toilets were closed in the 1970s but we do not know yet what replaced it. If you have any
information about this please write and tell us.

