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Successful Autumn Fair despite the poor weather we seem to attract
The sun was shining as we prepared for our annual Autumn Fair on Saturday 9 September, although the
forecast had been for showers. The forecast turned out to be correct, but it didn't deter people from coming to
the Park to enjoy the entertainment and the variety of stalls.
The Bandstand was rocking with The Persuaders, who played lots of great rock numbers, which got everyone
dancing. In the Community Room in the 'Fort' there was a pantomime for the children, and 'fun time theatre' got
the children and adults into the panto mood with their production of Dick Whittington. Following the panto we
were entertained by Walsall Harmonic Male Voice Choir, with some wonderful songs from the musicals.
The Friends opened up the 'Snack Bar' especially for the Fair and Friends' members, Sandra and Jean, were
kept busy serving the delighted customers who were very pleased to see the facility in use again.
Our popular stalls all did well and we would like to thank our members, who always support us, and the many
families who braved the weather, for making our event a great success.

The photographs below give a snapshot of the event:

Panto Audience

Dancing to the Music
Sue Slater as you’ve never
seen her before

Enjoying a Cuppa
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The volunteer gardeners say goodbye to Tomasz
Tomasz in the centre of this
photograph has been a
volunteer gardener in
Dartmouth Park for some time
and has made an enormous
contribution to the upkeep of
the Park.
Sadly for us he has decided to
return to his native Poland. He
has become a friend who will
be greatly missed and we give
him our best wishes for a bright
future back in Poland.
A big thank you to Tomasz for
all his hard work in the Park
and also for the delicious Polish
treats he has brought along to
accompany our cuppa following
the gardening session.
Mandy, our Membership
Secretary, in the Run for Life

We had a great day out at Chatsworth
on Tuesday 26 September
We started our visit with tea, coffee and biscuits in the Cavendish
Restaurant especially arranged for us, which everyone enjoyed. Then we
were free to explore the House and grounds. Some of the group took the
opportunity to take a ride through the extensive landscaped gardens, and
said it was well worth it. Great exhibition in the house, beautiful gardens,
good food, and a stunning autumn day.

Mandy has been in training for
months for the Race for Life event
on Saturday 30 September in
Sandwell Valley.

She said the conditions were
"pretty muddy", but she was
delighted to complete the Race
and raise money for Cancer
Research.
Mandy would like to thank
everyone who sponsored her.
She celebrated at the end with the
'Mandbot', saying "I'm not quite as
fast as Mo Farah yet!!"
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Remembrance Sunday
12 November 2017
10.30 onwards at the War Memorial
in Dartmouth Park
Snack Bar in ‘Fort’ open between
10.00 and 12.00 for hot drinks
Poppies on sale and Order of Service
available at the Main Entrance

Christmas Events
Tuesday 12 December 2017—6.45pm for 7pm
in the Millichip Suite at The Hawthorns
At the moment we still have a few places for our Christmas Event at The Hawthorns, and for those who
have already booked we are ready to take payment in full. I managed to negotiate the same deal as
last year - £25 for members and £27.50 for non-members. This is for a three course festive meal,
followed by tea, coffee, and mints. The entertainment this year is the Gary Bell Quartet with
Janice Willliams.

Saturday 9 December 2017
2pm in Dartmouth Park
Carol Singing on the Bandstand followed by
Tea/Coffee and a Mince Pie in the Community Room
Cost £1—Just come and join us on the day
We will be singing along with the wonderful

Voices of Hope Choir
The Sandwell & West Birmingham Cancer Choir
Marquee and chairs provided for the audience.
Angling Club Update
Nigel Slater was very pleased with the response he received from prospective anglers at
the Autumn Fair and he will be contacting those who signed up to arrange a meeting in the
New Year.

Brave Rescue by Local
Hero in Dartmouth Park - Part 1
4
by Mark Barrett

This incident occurred on 6th February 1910 and is almost certainly the bravest action
that ever took place in Dartmouth Park.
It is all the more remarkable because it involved one of the best-known men in West
Bromwich at the time. His name was Albert Wilkes. He was born in West Bromwich in 1874
and had played football at the highest level for both Aston Villa and England.
At the same time as his career in football he was also a well-respected photographer. He was
the official photographer for Aston Villa and had a studio at his home in Legge Street, West
Bromwich.
It so happened that on a very cold Sunday in February 1910 Albert found himself in Dartmouth Park, the park
being just a short walk from his home. The boating pool was frozen over and some boys were playing on the
ice. He warned them of the danger but they disregarded the warning and shortly afterwards he heard shouts for
help. He ran 400 yards back to the pool and quickly realised that one of the boys had fallen through and was
under the ice.
He plunged into the water and broke the ice with his elbows and knees to get to the boy and drag him to the
island in the middle of the pool. It transpired later that the boy was a 10-year-old named Dennis Faizey from Hall
Street, West Bromwich. Although the boy had been under the ice for two minutes and was unconscious, Albert
applied artificial respiration and managed to bring him round. Even then their problems were not over as it took
nearly an hour to find a boat to bring them back to solid ground! It's awful to think of them stuck there, soaked to
the skin, in that freezing weather, but they both seem to have made their way home none-the-worse for the
experience.
The first acknowledgement of Albert's bravery came in a letter written by the boy's father to the local newspaper
in which he offered sincere thanks for his gallant and brave act. But it did not stop there. 3 months later Albert
was presented with a certificate from the Royal Humane Society. There will be more about this in the next
edition of the FODP newsletter so don't miss it!

