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Our annual outing on the Manchester Ship Canal

In September we had a trip from Manchester to Salford Quays on the Manchester Ship Canal. During the
journey we were served a delicious three course meal, which everyone enjoyed. The food was hot and the
service was excellent. We were given a very interesting commentary on the history of the canal and all the
places we passed along the route. Unfortunately due to an accident on the motorway during the journey to
Manchester we didn’t have much time at Salford Quays, but the weather was good as you can see from the
photographs and it was a very enjoyable day out.
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An event held in the Community Room in the ‘Fort’ to celebrate our 10th Anniversary
funded by the National Lottery
On Tuesday 9 October the Friends' Committee organised a Flower Arranging Demonstration given by
Pauline from Posies Florist, Hill Top, West Bromwich, together with Afternoon Tea, to thank our members
for their loyal support over the ten years since the Friends of Dartmouth Park was formed. Pauline did
some amazing arrangements, as you can see from the photograph below, and she gave them to us to hold
a raffle. A very big thank you to Pauline for a very interesting and enjoyable afternoon.
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Mike and Selwyn have a joint celebration for their 80th birthdays
Dartmouth Central Bowling Club was the Venue on Friday
21st September when Friends of Dartmouth Park volunteers,
Mike and Selwyn, were treated to a joint 80th Birthday Party
by their families. They were both born on the 21st.
September.
With music and pleasant conversation, plus, of course, a
splendid buffet, everyone had a great time and Mike and
Selwyn enjoyed their special celebration.
When it came to blowing out the candles on the cake, Mike
had his turn and then the candles were lit again for Selwyn to
take a turn.

If you haven’t already booked, there are a few tickets left for our Annual Christmas Party in the
Millichip Suite at The Hawthorns on Tuesday 11 December starting at 7pm. With a three course
festive meal, and live music from Mike Surman, it is great value at £27 per person. Don’t delay
book today for what is always a very enjoyable evening. Send your payment to Annette
c/o The Lodge, Reform Street, West Bromwich, B71 4AS.

Seumas Kelly’s lovely photographs of autumn in the Park
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The West Bromwich Floral & Horticultural Society
and Dartmouth Park by Mark Barrett—Part 1
From the early days of the town the residents of West
Bromwich had a keen interest in all aspects of horticulture.
Many people had smallholdings and allotments and as early
as the 1850s cottagers' flower shows were held, sometimes
several times a year, with prizes being given for the most
successful exhibits. Support came from the most eminent
men of the area such as Messrs Bagnall, Salter and Chance
who gave over their gardens and other premises for these
shows and in 1860 the Earl of Dartmouth allowed the
grounds of Sandwell Hall to be used. The Wolverhampton
Chronicle reported that that year there was a numerous
attendance.
By the 1870s these events had gone into abeyance so when
Dartmouth Park opened in 1878 it seemed the opportune
time to establish a new and properly constituted Floral and
Horticultural Society. And so it was that in the Spring of
1881 Mr. Reuben Farley stepped in to get the Society off the
ground. He wrote to the Earl of Dartmouth to ask him to lend
his support to the enterprise and act as President of the
Society.
Remarkably the Earl's handwritten reply has survived and is
held at the Sandwell Archive in Smethwick. He wrote: ". . . I
now beg to accept the post of President of the West
Bromwich Floral and Horticultural Society which the
Committee have done me the honour to ask me to
undertake . . . I remain, Dear Mr Farley, yours very
faithfully, Dartmouth."
Local press as far away as Lichfield reported on the establishment of the Society and that the first annual show would
take place in Dartmouth Park that very same year. In future
newsletters I will report on that first show which took place
on 1st August 1881and also the building of an impressive
greenhouse in the Park for the use of the Society's
members.

The Earl of Dartmouth’s letter to
Reuben Farley

