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A big Thank You to #National Lottery Players for
their support in making our grant of £22,560 possible
We are delighted to announce that the Friends of Dartmouth Park have received a grant of £22,560 from
the National Lottery's Community Fund to provide activities, events and entertainment in the Park over a
two year period, for the benefit of all age groups. We are starting by offering the opportunity for
people who wouldn’t normally be able to visit Sandwell Valley to have a tour of the Valley in a
trailer with seating. We are proposing to make the first trip on Tuesday 10 September at 2pm from the
Reform Street Entrance to the Park. Please contact us if you are interested.
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Photographs of Armed Forces Day in Dartmouth Park
taken by Seumas Kelly

On Saturday 29 June, The Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr. Ann Jaron
and the Deputy Lieutenant of the West Midlands, Gurpeet Bhatia,
attended the Armed Forces Day celebrations in Dartmouth Park.
Following the ceremonials there was entertainment on the bandstand and much needed refreshments were available as it was a
very hot day. The Friends of Dartmouth Park opened the Cafe in
the Pavilion, which was greatly appreciated by the visitors to the
Park. A big thank you to Yvonne and Margaret for manning the
Cafe and Selwyn and Mark for their help in setting up the Friends
of Dartmouth Park stall.
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Our Spring Fair and Local History Event held in May raises £1,100

Jensen Car Owners Club made a stir when they
drove in convey along the Avenue and around the
War Memorial
Two items from Mike Fenton’s display in the
Community Room

A big thank you to the staff from Sandwell Valley for their help in providing and erecting their
marquees, after we were let down at the last minute by our usual supplier. Also to everyone who
helped to make our Spring Fair a great success. We had two acts on the bandstand—The
Wolverhampton Ukulele Band, followed by The Persuaders. The children were well looked after with
Major Mustard and his wonderful puppet show, Creative Academies provided Archery, the Blue
Ribbon had their always popular Craft Tent and the Bouncy Castle was very busy.
Our Summer Fair is on Saturday 17 August, 11am until 2pm, and we look forward to welcoming you to
what is always a very enjoyable event.
.
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The Floral and Horticultural Shows in Dartmouth Park - up to World War II
by Mark Barrett
We saw in previous articles in this series that within three years of Dartmouth Park opening a Horticultural
Society had been formed, and a first annual Exhibition had been held. Everything seemed to be set well
for the future - but unfortunately this was not to be.
Seven annual shows took place between 1881 and 1887 (the final one actually in the grounds of Sandwell
Hall) and then in 1888 Reuben Farley sadly announced that "the excellent Horticultural Society which he
believed in the past had done so much good," was now in a state of suspended animation. He gave no
reason for the situation but hoped that some time in the future the society would be revived.
The main annual event in the Park thenceforth became a more general Fete and this in turn gradually
morphed into a Horse Show and Parade. The profit from these shows was used to make donations to a
number of local causes and charities.

World War I then put a stop to all such shows in the Park but at the same time restarted the local interest
in Horticultural matters. To help alleviate the wartime food shortages the Council made land available for
residents to grow their own produce and a West Bromwich Allotments & Horticultural Society was formed.
At the end of the war the renewed interest continued and an annual Vegetable and Flower Show was held
in the Town Hall between 1918 and 1924.
In 1925, in what was described as a "bold move," it was decided to move the Show back to the Park. It
was indeed bold as alongside the Horticultural exhibits the Show now included sporting events, music,
dancing, fireworks and all sorts of other entertainments - all the fun of the fair. By 1931 the Show was said
to be going from success to success but after the 1932 Show the Society and the Show again went into
abeyance. This may well have been due to the death of Councillor T Wilson who had been a great driving
force for many years.
And this is how things remained until World
War II. Yet again a war concentrated people's
minds on the need to grow their own food and
in the next article we will see how, starting in
1945, the Dartmouth Park Show had its third
lease of life - this time its longest run of 23
years.

