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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all our members
2019 has been a very eventful year for the Friends Group
Our Treasurer, Annette, successfully obtained a grant from the Big Lottery’s Community Fund which has
enabled us to introduce new activities to encourage people out of isolation and provide activities for
children during the school holidays. We have also been engaging with teenagers who have signed up
to a scheme called “The Challenge”. These local teenagers have made a splendid difference to the
Park by tidying up overgrown areas and two business students are going to look at our website and
Facebook page to see how they can be improved.
During autumn half term the dell in the Park was full of adults and children who were planting 1,000
daffodil bulbs to bring colour to that area of the Park in the spring. After their hard work the children
adjourned to the Community Room and enjoyed some less energetic activities.

On the left teenagers clearing an
overgrown area of the Park.
The photograph on the right is of
the new ‘free’ 16 week slimming
and exercise class in the
Community Room in the Park.
It is funded by Sandwell Council to
encourage a healthier Sandwell.
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Remembrance Sunday attracts a great attendance

Cllr Steve Melia organized a perfect
Remembrance Sunday event and the crowd
were very generous with their donations to
the Poppy Appeal. Evie Bowater Harris read
the poem ‘Lest We Forget’.( She is pictured
on the left)
Seumas Kelly took these lovely photographs
and there are more photographs of the event
on our website.
Congratulations must go to Cllr Melia for his
commitment to this event and other events
organised through the Armed Forces &
Veterans Committee Meetings of which he is
chair.

Visit to the Police Museum ‘Lock up’ proves very popular

Steve Rice, above, has been with West Midlands Police for thirty years, and is now responsible for the
Heritage Project at the Lock-up in Birmingham. His knowledge of policing in Birmingham went back to its
origins in 1839. He gave us a fascinating talk which ended with policing today.
Following a break for refreshments we were able to explore the Lock-Up for ourselves and the photograph on the right is of Mandy, Sam, Selwyn and Barry looking very ‘cheerful’ as they experience what it
was like to be in a cell.
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Yvonne celebrates her 80th
Birthday with family and friends

There was a wonderful Birthday Party at
West Bromwich Central Bowling Club for
Yvonne’s special birthday.
Everyone had a good time and Yvonne, in
the photograph above, is about to blow the
candles out on her Birthday Cake.
Yvonne is Vice-Chair of the Friends and a
volunteer gardener. She is also involved in
many other activities in the local area.
The photographs on the right show The
Wolverhampton Ukulele Band, The Gap Choir,
and the audience enjoying the entertainment.
They were joining in all the Christmas songs.
The photograph below shows some of the
audience trying to do the Twelve Days of
Christmas. A wonderful afternoon was had by
all and a big thank you to everyone involved.

What a wonderful start to the festive
season—our Christmas Concert on
Saturday 30 November
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Roger Stopford, our ex Chairman, passed away in October
and will be very sadly missed
Roger was vice-chairman of the Friends’ Group
when it was created in 2008. He had been a
keen motorcyclist in his youth and was injured in
a serious accident which left him in a wheelchair.
This didn’t stop him leading a very active life. He
worked at BT until his retirement and had a passion for music, gardening and driving his car.
Roger eventually became our Chairman and was
always very active within the group. He ran the
Friends of Dartmouth Park’s stall at our various
events, which he was still doing just before he
passed away. As a member of the Volunteer
Gardening Group he made a big contribution to
the planting of the raised bed.
In January 2016 Roger married Thurian who made a great difference to his life and made him very happy.
She was at his side throughout his illness looking after him.
He will be greatly missed by all his friends on the Committee, which he was still attending in May this year.
The article below appeared in Sandwell Evening Mail on 10 January 1991.
You will see that Sandwell Council were planning to turn part of the Park into
a commercial Garden Centre. The local residents strongly objected to the
proposal and Roger was one of the people involved. So he was campaigning for the preservation of the Park long before its restoration and the forming
of the Friends’ Group.

Roger, as
Chair, getting
ready to lay the
wreath at the
War
Memorial on
Remembrance
Sunday in
2014.

