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The Sensory Garden has been looking
stunning with the help of our volunteers

Local historian, Terry Price,
sadly passed away earlier this
year. He will be greatly missed
by all who knew him

Terry, seen in the photograph above
with Sue Slater, at the unveiling of the
5th Earl of Dartmouth’s bust, in the
Community Room. He was a member of
the Friends’ group, with wife Beryl, and
a very good friend. He gave us several
donations and always supported our
endeavours. If Terry found something
relating to Dartmouth Park, during his
research, he always shared it with us.

His fascination with the social history of
his home town of West Bromwich
resulted in his wonderful books which
hold a treasure-trove of memories for us
all.
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Outing to Kew Gardens
Tuesday 15 September

Pavilion (‘Fort’) to remain closed for
the time being
All events in the Park have been cancelled until
further notice.
Unfortunately we are still unable to use the ‘Fort’
for our events. Our Exercise Class, which we
greatly enjoyed, remains cancelled, and other
users have had to close their classes. Toilets
remain closed.
We will keep you informed of any progress
regarding the situation.

We are delighted that the coach company we
booked for this trip will be honouring our booking.
They are following strict Government guidance and
can only accommodate 24 passengers wearing
masks. There were already this number of
members who had put their names on the list.
The coach company have said they will organise
another trip if other members not able to do the visit
on the 15 September wish to go to Kew.
Please get in touch if you are interested and I will
make arrangements with the coach company. It will
depend on the number of people interested, as to
whether it will go ahead.

Annual Christmas Event at
The Hawthorns
Following several enquiries from members
regarding our Annual Christmas Event at The
Hawthorns, I have been in touch with the
functions’ manager and he is hoping to hear
from the Government soon when he can start
organising events.

Health Walk in the Park has resumed
Monday afternoon 2pm Main Entrance
We have been walking in the Park on a
Monday afternoon to check that it is possible to
safely resume the walk. Whilst it was very sad to
see how neglected it had become a few weeks ago,
it is now looking well cared for and the Sensory
Garden is so colourful. It has become a favourite
place to visit for photographers. Annette, Mike and
Selwyn valiantly went into the Park on Tuesdays
and Fridays, distancing themselves by targeting
different areas. They have now been joined on
Fridays by most of the other volunteers. We have
also had volunteers litter picking,
Mark Barrett has been finding interesting snippets in
local newspapers, dating back to the 1800’s, which relate
to the Park, and we will be including some of them in the
newsletter as they give a glimpse of life in West Bromwich
at that time.

He was hopeful that Christmas functions will be
possible, but with strict adherence to safety
measures put in place by the Government.
Will keep you informed of any progress.

Park Gardener Supervisor
Appointment
Following many applications and interviews, the
Friends of Dartmouth Park are delighted to
announce that Miriam Vitarana has been
selected to take on the position of
Gardener Supervisor in Dartmouth Park. She
is highly qualified for the role and can’t wait to
start as she has many ideas for the Park.
Miriam has been a volunteer in the Valley and
is looking forward to meeting the Park’s
Friends’ group.

Even though the Dartmouths had left West
Bromwich over 30 years earlier the family still
showed a keen interest in the affairs of the town,
especially Dartmouth Park.
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The beautiful Victoria Avenue - sadly no longer there.
by Mark Barrett
In 1897, to commemorate Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, a beautiful avenue of trees
was planted in Dartmouth Park. It consisted of 104 elm trees of 2 varieties and ran from the
Herbert Street entrance to the Pavilion. The planting took place over 3 days and involved
the local MP and the members of most of the main Council committees. As the trees
matured the avenue became a popular view for postcards of the Park.as can be seen
below.
Unfortunately not one of the original trees exists today. They almost certainly fell victim to
the Dutch Elm Disease which ravaged elm trees right across the country in the 1970s. It
would be nice to think that one day the Victoria Avenue could be replanted. Let's never say
never!
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The story of Phillis Wheatley and her poem for the 2nd Earl of Dartmouth of Sandwell Hall on his
appointment as Secretary of State for the Colonies at the start of the American Revolution
Phillis Wheatley was born in 1753 in West Africa. Although her exact birth location is not known, it was likely Gambia or
Senegal. When Wheatley was only seven years old she was sold by a local chief to a visiting slave trader. He took the young girl
to Boston, Massachusetts, on a ship called The Phillis, which she was named after, and where she was sold again. Her new
owner, a merchant, bought her as a servant for his wife.
Her new owners, John Wheatley and his wife, were good
people who gave Phillis an education. It would only take
about 4 years from her arrival in the United States for her to
become a published poet. At the age of 12, her first poem
was published and many more soon came after. The only
book of poetry that she would ever have published would
happen right around her 20th birthday and more than a
dozen men had to testify that she indeed wrote the poems.
The Earl was Secretary of State for the Colonies for a short
period from 1772-1775. He resigned because his efforts for
conciliation between Britain and the Colonies were rejected.
To the Right Honorable William, Earl of Dartmouth
B Y P H I L L I S W H E AT LE Y
Hail, happy day, when, smiling like the morn,
Fair Freedom rose New-England to adorn:
The northern clime beneath her genial ray,
Dartmouth, congratulates thy blissful sway:
Elate with hope her race no longer mourns,
Each soul expands, each grateful bosom burns,
While in thine hand with pleasure we behold
The silken reins, and Freedom's charms unfold.
Long lost to realms beneath the northern skies
She shines supreme, while hated faction dies:
Soon as appear'd the Goddess long desir'd,
Sick at the view, she languish'd and expir'd;
Thus from the splendors of the morning light
The owl in sadness seeks the caves of night.
No more, America, in mournful strain
Of wrongs, and grievance unredress'd complain,
No longer shalt thou dread the iron chain,
Which wanton Tyranny with lawless hand
Had made, and with it meant t' enslave the land.
Should you, my lord, while you peruse my song,
Wonder from whence my love of Freedom sprung,
Whence flow these wishes for the common good,
By feeling hearts alone best understood,
I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate
Was snatch'd from Afric's fancy'd happy seat:
What pangs excruciating must molest,
What sorrows labour in my parent's breast?
Steel'd was that soul and by no misery mov'd
That from a father seiz'd his babe belov'd:
Such, such my case. And can I then but pray
Others may never feel tyrannic sway?
For favours past, great Sir, our thanks are due,
And thee we ask thy favours to renew,
Since in thy pow'r, as in thy will before,
To sooth the griefs, which thou did'st once deplore.
May heav'nly grace the sacred sanction give
To all thy works, and thou for ever live
Not only on the wings of fleeting Fame,
Though praise immortal crowns the patriot's name,
But to conduct to heav'ns refulgent fane,
May fiery coursers sweep th' ethereal plain,
And bear thee upwards to that blest abode,
Where, like the prophet, thou shalt find thy God.

The story of Phillis’ visit to London in the next newsletter.

