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Our former Chair,
Sue, enjoying the
snow in the Park
with Ciaran. Sue
also took these
lovely photographs
of the Avenue,
Bandstand and
Sensory Garden in
the snow. We send
our best wishes to
Sue for her Birthday this month and
for 2021.

Best wishes also go to member Rita Gibson, who celebrated her 90th birthday this month. Rita has supported
all our events and always had a stall at our Spring and
Autumn Fairs to raise funds for charity. Rita was honoured by the Queen with an MBE for services to the
community.

Brian Wilkes, a longstanding member of the Friends’ group,
passed away in Sandwell Hospital on the 15th
January. Brian was a founder member of West Bromwich
Local History Society and their Treasurer.
He will be sorely missed by everyone.
Our thoughts go out to Moreen and family.

Editor: Carol Hartill, Secretary of the Friends of Dartmouth Park
email: carolh.fodp@btinternet.com—Tel: 0121 588 4747
Jenny Francis
Chair
Maggie Turner

Yvonne Hayward
Vice-Chair
Margaret Geddes

Annette Welch
Treasurer
Chris Burgess
Mark Barrett
Social Historian

Carol Hartill
Secretary
Joan Burns

Mandy Timms
Membership Secretary
Chris Blakesley
Minute Secretary

2

"In Praise of the Trees of Dartmouth Park"
by Mark Barrett

European Silver Fir
About
European Silver Firs (Abies alba) are considered among
the most beautiful and imposing European conifers and in my opinion they are some of the most attractive
trees in Dartmouth Park. The name comes from a subtle
silver hue caused by two white stripes that run along the
underside of each needle (although some of the silver
you see in this image is actually frost!) They are dioecious meaning that each tree is either male or female.
I haven't tried to estimate the height of our trees but
they can reach remarkable heights from 40 to 60 metres
and live for up to 400 years. On the female trees the
cones grow erect (as shown above) and this can differentiate Silver Firs from some other conifers.
From a commercial point of view, apart from mundane
uses such as matches and newsprint the tall straight
trunks serve well for the manufacture of ships' masts. In
the past young trees were very popular as domestic
Christmas trees. But other species are now considered
quicker and cheaper to grow.

Where in the Park?
There are four really nice examples of Silver Firs in the
Park. If you take the path from the Herbert Street entrance down towards the pools you will see three of
them on the right hand side quite close to the path. And
there is another one further away in the direction of the
Park boundary. They are easily recognisable from their
general shape and the silver hue as you get closer.
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Memories of Grants Bakery
Recently Mark, our Social Historian, looking for information
about the house opposite the Park, found out it was once
the home of John Jesse Grant of the Grant family who
owned a very successful Bakery business in West Bromwich. The photograph right was taken recently. We thought
our members would find it interesting to learn more about
this famous West Bromwich family.
The photograph below of the Grant family was kindly sent
to us by Carole Yates, a descendent of the Grant family.
She names those in the photograph as follows: Back Row
L to R. Alice, John Jesse, Percival, and Jenny. Carole’s
grandmother was the baby of the family and is pictured at
Lyne Grant’s knee, her name is Dolly. Next to Lyne is his
wife, Mary Ann. Then seated are Gertie and Louie. Louie
had got back home too late to change into her Sunday best
for the photo and got into trouble for it.

The photograph above is of a house we’ve not seen
before. It was called Park House and situated very close to
the entrance to the Park. It was the home of Lyne Grant
which was also a tea room. From the adverts above it
appears that Lyne had a bakery at his home possibly for
the tea rooms. The address was 85 Reform Street shown
on the aerial view circled in red. Circled in blue is the
future home of J J Grant.

The photograph on the left is of Dolly’s wedding (the
little girl at Lyne’s knee in the family photograph).
Dolly married Cyril Tabbener, a master baker at Grants.
They lived at No. 2 Taylor’s Lane, also called Harrow
Villa, which was built by her brother Jesse.
In the photograph Lyne and his wife, Mary Ann, are
seated on the right.
More about Lyne, the founder of Grants Bakery
…..PTO
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Lyne was born in 1853 in a little village called Warmington in Warwickshire. He
lived in this small rural village for 15 years and only had one year’s schooling
between age 6 and 7. His first job was scaring birds in a farmer’s field which paid
one shilling a week. He worked his way up to ploughman, but couldn’t see a future
for himself in the country.

Modern image of Warmington

At the age of 15 he set out for Birmingham one sunny morning, with two other
boys, to seek his fortune. The village they left was near Banbury, off the A41, so a
considerable distance to walk. When they reached Birmingham they decided to
carry on to West Bromwich. On arrival one boy decided to go his own way and
Lyne and the other boy walked on down Church Lane and that was the start of his
varied career in West Bromwich. (The son of Lyne’s companion later became a
Minister of Lyng Primitive Methodist Church.).

Lyne’s first situation was as a labourer at Swan Village Gas Works. This was followed by a similar
job at Roberts Foundry. It was not long before Lyne moved on to a better job in the forge at Lea
Brook Iron Works. But it was a long time before he earned more than £1. It was while he was at
Lea Brook that he married Mary Ann Thomas, the daughter of the family where he lodged in Great
Bridge. They married in April 1873 and with a wife to spur him on he became a stock taker at Johnson’s Iron and Steel Works. He stayed with the company 34 years.
Towards the end of that period he bought a small bakery business in Oakwood Street from Messrs
J & W Keyte and that was the foundation for the beginning of the flourishing business J J & P L
Grant Limited, Bakers and Confectioners of West Bromwich. At the start Lyne was buying two sacks
of flour a week and his son J J, a future Mayor for West Bromwich, delivered the bread with a
basket carriage. Lyne is described in the1901 census as a Steelworks stock taker and in the 1911
census he has become a Baker and Confectioner.
Lyne was a life long Liberal and a non-conformist. During his first few years in West Bromwich he
attended Swan Village Wesleyan Church. He moved to Salem Congregational Church, where, for
several years, he was the Choir Master. He was at Salem for 20 years before moving to Mayer’s
Green which he supported for the rest of his life. He was also a member of the Choir for several
years.
Lyne was well versed in the theory of music, but his chief hobby was mathematics, which he
was very good at despite his only having one year of education. He combined these two
skills to produce a musical instrument which sounded like a piano and was in the form of an
oblong box. That’s not all, he also built from scratch a reed organ in the frame of a harpsicord and made every part himself save for the reeds.
Jesse joined his brother Percival in their father’s business and became Managing Director
of the company under the name of J J and P L Grant Limited. It all started from their father
purchasing the small bakery business in Oakwood Street.
Mayer’s Green, Messenger Lane

.

Below are the shop and bakery in Taylors Lane, West Bromwich, which were a major
addition to the business in the 1920s. The gentleman in the hat and white coat, on the
right, is Jesse Grant.
The story of Grants continues in the April Newsletter.

