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Sandwell Visually Impaired Group check out the
new Interpretation Board in the Sensory Garden
Sandra Troth, Development Worker, and other
visually impaired members and helpers, came
into the Park on Thursday 27 May to visit the
new Interpretation Board in the Sensory
Garden which has a braille panel to help them
enjoy the garden. Sandra said the group are
looking for local people who might want to walk
around the Park with someone blind or visually
impaired, or even do other things with them like
shopping or visiting places of interest.

Committee members and Volunteer Gardeners
joined the group for the unveiling. Volunteer
gardeners, Selwyn and Mike, restored the
platform for the Interpretation Board, and it was
financed by Sandwell Council’s Access
Department.

Dartmouth Park’s
Volunteer Gardeners
A big thank you to our volunteer gardeners who
make such a difference to the Park, and have
been working during the lockdown.

Also not forgetting the Park’s Gardeners, Alex
and Ben who have been busy throughout the
lockdown maintaining the Park and making sure
it is looking at its best for the many visitors who
have taken advantage of this wonderful green
space for fresh air and exercise.
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"In Praise of the Trees of
Dartmouth Park"
by Mark Barrett

Ginkgo Biloba
(aka Maidenhair tree)

About
The Ginkgo Biloba is quite simply one of the oldest species of trees in the world.. The species is
believed to date back over 290 million years - and
certainly fossils belonging to the genus Ginkgo,
extend back to the Middle Jurassic approximately
170 million years ago.
The leaves warrant special mention. They are
unique among seed plants, being fan-shaped with
veins radiating out into the leaf blade, sometimes
bifurcating (splitting), but never anastomosing to
form a network
It is considered as a sacred tree in the Buddhist
religion and is commonly cultivated by monks at
temple sites. One of the oldest living examples is
believed to date back 1400 years.
In "alternative medicine" Ginkgo Biloba extract is
collected from the dried green leaves and made
available in liquid form and also as capsules and
tablets. People use it for a variety of reasons. The
therapeutic properties of the ginkgo plant are said
to include treatment for blood disorders and
memory problems, enhancement of cardiovascular
function and to improve eye health.
Where in the Park?
The tree pictured here is the best example in the
Park and is located behind the right-hand flower
bed as you enter through the Dagger Lane gate,
There are more examples alongside the path that
runs adjacent to the Expressway.
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The Friends apply for Arboretum Status for Dartmouth Park

ARBNET ARBORETUM
ACCREDITATION

.

The Programme provides standards and
guidelines for the establishment and
development of an arboretum. The goals
of the accreditation programme are to:
1) Foster the establishment and
professionalism of arboreta;
2) Identify arboreta capable of
participating or collaborating in
certain scientific, collections, or
conservation activities; and
3) Advance the planting, study and
conservation of trees to improve
the world.

We are also applying for the trees available to community groups to celebrate the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. We will keep you posted on any developments.

Photographs of the interior of Grant Hall with J J Grant and the
West Bromwich Borough Band
kindly sent by June Carroll whose father was President and Secretary of the Band
Jesse Grant built Grant Hall for West Bromwich Borough Band when the Band had no building in which
to practise. At last the band had its own permanent Headquarters in September 1935. Grant was their
President and a life long benefactor. The photograph on the left was taken when the Hall was decorated for the Coronation of George Vl which took place in May 1937.
The Hall became the home of the Gospel Blue Ribbon Mission in the late 1960s.
The photograph below was taken at a presentation
evening and the person standing with Jesse Grant
is June’s father.
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John Shrimpton
1933-2021
“He was a true son of West Bromwich”
By Janet Linney, with thanks to John’s relative Mick Perkins
John Shrimpton was a well-known figure in Dartmouth Park and was a member of the Friends of
Dartmouth Park for many years. He lived nearby
for most of his life and so gained, over the years,
a vast knowledge of the park and the valley.
During his later years, when arthritis curtailed his
mobility he could often be seen using his rollator
and later his mobility scooter to enjoy the benefits of the park.
After attending West Bromwich Grammar School
and later Wednesbury College of Commerce,
John’s subsequent working life was at the
Midlands Electricity Board.
John’s greatest impact was not at work, but in
his local community and beyond. His abiding passion was for the natural world and rambling. In the early
1960s he, along with his lifelong pal Ken, formed the West Bromwich Rambling Club, which is still in
existence today, recently celebrating its 60th birthday. When John could no longer lead walks, he became
the club’s president.
Also during the 1960s John played an important role in a campaign to prevent urban sprawl in the Sandwell Valley. This campaign was successful and ultimately led to the establishment of Sandwell Valley
Country Park.
His devotion to wildlife study and nature conservation saw him become President of Sandwell Valley Naturalists (Sandnats) for over forty-five years. He accumulated an encyclopaedic knowledge of the natural
world during his life. His memory was remarkable. He knew a vast amount about moths, butterflies, birds,
plants, and trees. He was the go-to man in the neighbourhood for anyone who had a query on anything to
do with flora and fauna. He was also green-fingered and kept an allotment for many years and a wellstocked garden at home.
John regularly attended talks at the West Bromwich Institute, and on several occasions filled in for a
guest speaker who failed to turn up; talking for an hour about butterfly migration and on another occasion
British birds of prey with no prepared notes. He was a natural story teller and raconteur, always ending a
speech with a joke or anecdote.
John had many other interests, but perhaps his abiding passion was walking, especially with his beloved
rambling club. He led walks, not only locally, but in areas of the Lakes, Scotland, Wales, the Cotswolds,
and the Peak District, always eager to share nuggets of information about the area, or the natural world.
Later in his life he was a familiar sight; walking stick in hand, bush hat on his head, and binoculars round
his neck on safari to Dartmouth Park or the Sandwell Valley. Even when arthritis severely curtailed his
movement he could still be seen out and about on his mobility scooter.
“John was one of the best representatives of an earlier way of life, and of a generation fast receding into
history. He was a unique person, a one-off, unforgettable. And we shall miss him.”
Money has been collected to fund a bench in Dartmouth Park in his memory.

