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Dates for your 2019 Diary
Wednesday 10 April—Annual General Meeting
2pm in the Community Room
Saturday 18 May 11am-2pm Spring Fair
Saturday 17 August 11am-2pm Summer Fair
Tuesday 17 September
Annual Outing
Ross on Wye and
Sir Roy Strong’s The Laskett Gardens
Tuesday 10 December 7pm
Annual Christmas Party
The Hawthorns
Christmas Concert date with the Voices of Hope
Cancer Choir still to be arranged
Further events to be announced later in the year

Some Friends of Dartmouth Park Health
Walkers enjoy a bright afternoon in the
Park getting some fresh air and exercise.
If you would like to join us we meet at 2pm
in the main Reform Street entrance every
Monday except Bank Holidays.

Funtime Theatre’s Cinderella a great success
February Half Term and, courtesy of the Friends group,
local children are entertained with a great performance of
Cinderella by Funtime Theatre in the Community Room in
the Fort.
Look out for children’s entertainment and fun activities
every Wednesday during school holidays.
Last year we had Creative Academies providing indoor
and outdoor activities. They were so successful we have
asked them back this year and they will be on hand every
Wednesday in the Easter Holiday, Spring Bank Holiday
and, of course, during the Summer holidays.
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The West Bromwich Floral & Horticultural Society and Dartmouth Park—Part 3
by Mark Barrett
We have seen in Parts 1 & 2 of this article that within three years of the Park opening in 1878 the
Horticultural Society had been formed and the first Exhibition held. But during that same period another
project was under way - the building of a large and very impressive greenhouse (or conservatory as it
was sometimes called.) As shown on the map here the site chosen for it is where the Lloyd Street Car
Park is now located.

All the building costs had to be borne by the Society members and the general public and by July of 1879
the local paper reported that "subscriptions were being actively collected" and that "a handsome amount
had already been realised."
Local residents wrote to the paper commending the
project and one suggested that collecting boxes
should be placed in the Park and other parts of the
town.
Mr Josiah Field of 304 High Street was the
treasurer for the project. In his "day job" he was the
collector of the town's Poor Rate, so was a safe pair
of hands for this important role.
As the project progressed generous offers from local
businesses flooded in and supplemented the cash
donations from members of the public.
See list below:
Messrs Wood & Kendrick produced the elegant design.
Mr Etwell, a local architect, undertook to execute the plans free of cost.
Mr J H Chance said that his firm would give all of the glass.
Hamblett's of Greet's Green said that they would donate the whole of the tiles for the floor.
Mr Parish gave 2000 regular bricks whilst Messrs W & W T Field of Tipton offered all the blue and brown
bricks that should be required.
Mr Archibald Kenrick offered the lime and Messrs Casemore & Bullus the sand.
Mr John Berry of Moor Street undertook to do the entire brickwork free of charge.
Mr Henry Smith of Hill Top was the builder contracted to bring the whole project together.
Continued over page …………..
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Unfortunately I have never come across a photograph showing the whole greenhouse but the postcard
shown here gives a tantalising glimpse of the elegant design, which had come from the well-known local
firm of Wood and Kendrick. And we can be forever grateful for the impressive journalists of this era - one
of whom provided this fantastic "word picture" to the local Weekly News in advance of the building work
commencing.
"The conservatory will be 50ft by 15ft, with a cold frame, 5ft 6in wide, running along one side, and a heating chamber at the end. The walls will be carried up to a height of 3ft above floor level, with blue brick
plinths and pickled facings, with a moulded brick string course, and a weathered stone coping upon
which will be placed the woodwork. The roof, which is to be executed in red deal, will take the form of a
double roof, with hipped ends, and supported on turned and moulded uprights and cast-iron principals of
an ornamental design; the bars and sashes to be moulded, and the ridge will finish with an ornamental
cresting and two bold finials. The entrances at each end of the greenhouse will form a feature in the
design, with pedimented heads, and the doors will have glazed panels and tracery insertions. The glazing in pediment will be of lead light, in two colours. The floors are to be paved with 6in tiles, and a stage,
composed of narrow battens and supported on wrought-iron standards, will be erected on each side.”

In December of 1880 the Weekly News reported that the greenhouse "is nearly finished, and when
complete will be a great addition to the park." Just a final £20 was required to " balance the
books." The greenhouse was finished and ready for the 1881 growing season, and made a great
contribution to the success of the first Exhibition of flowers, plants etc. which took place on August Bank
Holiday of that year.

I can't provide an exact date when this
occurred but this beautiful first greenhouse was eventually demolished in the
name of progress. Gradually newer,
larger and more modern greenhouses
replaced it in that area of the Park.
(See photograph on the right) By the
middle of the 20th century these new
greenhouses were a hive of activity providing all the Council's horticultural
requirements. This operation was later
moved to Penny Hill Lane and the Dartmouth Park greenhouses were demolished to provide a general storage yard
and now the Lloyd Street Car Park.

