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The Friends Committee would like to invite members to the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
Party in Dartmouth Park on Bank Holiday Monday 4 June, commencing at 3pm with the
official opening of the new pavilion, followed by afternoon tea for members and their families
and friends.
This will be followed by a stage show including an Elvis Tribute, a George Formby Tribute,
male and female solo artists; plus a jazz band to round off the event with a good oldfashioned singalong. We are also holding a Talent Contest with a prize of £50 for the
winner, and it will be up to you our members to vote for your favourite act. This will be
bringing back to the park the famous Talent Shows that used to take place in the wonderful
1930’s Bandstand.
Tickets for this event cost £4 and we can only cater for 200 people, so do please purchase
your tickets as soon as possible by filling in the slip inside this newsletter and returning it to
the address below together with your payment.

Thank you to Cllr Darren Cooper, Leader of Sandwell Council, for his
Great Ideas Fund
Annette, our Treasurer, saw the ‘Great Ideas Fund’ in an article in the Express & Star, and
wrote to Cllr Cooper to apply for funding for signage for the Sensory Garden and bulbs for
children to plant on the slope close to the garden. We are delighted to report that we have
been awarded £1,000 by Cllr Cooper, who said he was ‘impressed with the energy and
commitment shown by members of local community organisations’ and he hopes to visit
some of the projects in the next few months. We look forward to welcoming Cllr Cooper into
the park to see the progress on the Sensory Garden.

Membership renewal form enclosed with this newsletter
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Annual General Meeting—Thursday 26 April at 7.30pm
Dartmouth Park Pavilion
Although the pavilion will not be opened officially until June, the ‘Blind’ Dave Heeley Events Room, where we are
holding our meeting, will be opened by Dave himself at the AGM.
This will take place at 7.30pm, so please arrive in good time.
The AGM itself will be followed by a brief presentation by Harpers, the contractors appointed to carry out Phase 2 of the
restoration, followed by a presentation on the regeneration of West Bromwich by Nick Bubalo, Area Director for
Regeneration and Economy for Sandwell MBC.
Papers for AGM enclosed with this newsletter

Sponsor a Bench
We have often been asked by members if they
could sponsor one of the new benches in the park
and we now have more details of the scheme.
There are 16 benches in the main avenue to be
sponsored at this stage (there will be more as the
restoration progresses).
Each bench can be
sponsored for a minimum donation of £50, which
will include the cost of a plaque. The money raised
will help to establish the Sensory Garden.
The sponsorship could be for a group, a family, a
company, or just yourself. The wording on the
plaque might be a song title, a group motto, a quip,
even a ‘clean’ joke. We are open to ideas but
would prefer to divert away from ‘in memory of’ as
this is a public park.
If you are interested, please contact us—contact
details on page one of this newsletter.

A big thank you to members who have
sponsored roses for our
Jubilee Rose bed
Those of you who have sponsored roses for the
Jubilee Rose bed will have received a Certificate of
Sponsorship with this newsletter.
If you haven’t sponsored a rose, and would like to
do so, there is still time by using the form enclosed
with the February newsletter or the attachment with
the electronic newsletter. If you cannot find the
form please contact us—contact details on page
one of this newsletter.

Voting weekly for the Sensory Garden on the
above website continues until October. At the
moment, out of 4 projects in the West Midlands,
we’re joint third.
Please vote once a week on:
www.transformyourpatch.com so that we can be
in with a chance of securing £22,500.

The Friends purchase exciting postcards of the Park
Mark, our Social Historian, has purchased some postcards for
the Friends so that we can start to build our own collection. The
many images we have got are mostly scanned from other
people’s postcard collections, which they have been kind enough
to share with us.
Some of the postcard images are completely new to us and one
in particular is surprising because the postcard indicates it was
produced in France having ‘Carte Postale’ printed on the back.
Another postcard, this time purchased by committee member
Sue, is very well travelled. In 1905 Lizzie from West Bromwich
sent the postcard to her cousin May Darby who was residing with
a Doctor Maicsh on East 24th Street in New York City, and after
over 100 years it has returned to West Bromwich. Darby is quite
a well known name in West Bromwich, and it would be very
interesting to find out if anyone knows the identity of Lizzie or
May. May was accompanied in New York by someone named
Sally.
The first postcard below shows the Refreshment Room with a
lovely formal flower bed, and the second postcard has a horse
drawn grass cutter in the picture.
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West Bromwich celebrated the Coronation in 1953
in style with lots of events in Dartmouth Park
I know it’s 2012, not 2013, but we’re celebrating the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and it makes us think of the
Coronation in 1953.
Dartmouth Park played host to a week of festivities
including many bands playing in the bandstand with
open-air dancing every evening until midnight.
On the final day of the celebrations there was a
parade from Carters Green to Dartmouth Park of four
bands, six floats with ‘tableaux of an historic nature’,
floats representing industry in the town, a contingent
of local organisations on foot and the park had an Ox
Roast in the old paddling pool area, community
singing and a fireworks’ display at the boating pool.
We can’t compete with this programme, but we’re
going to do our best to give everyone a good time at
our Diamond Jubilee Celebrations on the 4 June.

The above photograph is of a West Bromwich bus decorated
for the Coronation by personnel of the West Bromwich
Corporation Transport Department with 1,400 light bulbs.
Does anyone remember whether the bus was in the parade
and eventually found its way to the park?

Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee is celebrated with
planting an avenue of trees in the Park

Our Chairman Nigel and wife Sue have welcomed
a new addition to their family. His name is Ciaran
and we look forward to seeing him in Dartmouth
Park soon. He is little brother to another of Nigel
and Sue’s dogs, Connor, who we see regularly
being trained in the park.

One hundred and four
trees were planted from
the refreshment rooms
to the Herbert Street
entrance either side of
the path to form the
Jubilee Avenue. The
planting
was
undertaken by various
Borough dignitaries.
Each tree was given a metal plate naming who had planted that
particular tree. However, a week later the following appeared in
the local paper: ‘The whole of the name plates which were
affixed to the trees forming the Jubilee Avenue in Dartmouth
Park have been removed. Rumour says that they have been
sold as old scrap, and the Misters and Esquires now lie in
democratic conjunction amongst old iron preparatory to being
melted down.’ Nothing changes! Although the path still exists,
many of the trees have disappeared.

Dartmouth Park’s Ranger, Richard, has some great ideas to bring colour to the park
There is already a small established area of Bluebells within a
predominantly Beech wooded area where Richard has begun to
devise a ‘woodland’ walk by mapping out the existing bluebell
area. By planning where the existing flora are and by surveying
what may affect new flora it should be possible to create a low
maintenance natural ‘path’ within a woodland walk of the dell by
introducing other species such as foxgloves, snowdrops, wild
garlic and primula, etc. which would provide new colours and
scents. The planting is something that could involve schools and
other outside groups and needs to be done in the spring or
autumn. Small areas of the dell that are not planted could be left
to reach their climax growth and wildflower seeds could be
introduced such as oxeye, poppies, creeping jenny, buttercups,
and shepherd’s purse, etc. This area could become a very
friendly and colourful part of the park. Wildflower beds have been
successful in Green Flag sites within Sandwell and they also offer
ecological value without high maintenance.

Photograph of the dell in 2011
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The History of West Bromwich Central Library by Anne Wilkins
In 1871 – 1875 the West Bromwich Town Improvement Commissioners erected a complex of Public Buildings in High
Street, on land purchased from the Trustees of William Izon. These buildings included a Market Hall and a Free Public
Library designed by Weller and Proud of Wolverhampton. This library opened in 1874, and soon became so crowded
that the Free Library committee members decided to appeal to the well-known philanthropist, Andrew Carnegie for help
with funding to build a new library for West Bromwich. There was no reply to the first appeal nor subsequent letters sent
to Dr Carnegie between 1902 – 1905. A further personal letter sent by the librarian, including photographs and
newspaper cuttings, eventually received a reply requesting a copy of their last Annual Report and a statement of their
revenue, and in July 1905 the Library Committee received a letter from Dr Carnegie offering £7,500 to build the new
library on certain conditions which included the Commissioners providing a free site for the new building and an
undertaking to maintain the library from local funds by the adoption of the Public Libraries Act.
Mr Stephen J. Holliday’s plans for the new library (1st Prize Winner in an open competition) were accepted and in
January the tender of Mr Thomas Hardy (Builder) was approved by the Council, and building operations commenced
immediately afterwards. As the Indoor Market Hall had proved to be unpopular with the local community it was
demolished and the site used for the erection of the present Public Library.
On April 27th 1906 the Foundation Stone was laid by Henry William Langley Browne MD.F.R.C.S., Chairman of the
Free Libraries Committee, in the presence of other local dignitaries. A Time Capsule Bottle was laid with the
Foundation Stone containing:


Descriptions of negotiations



Gift of the Donor



Copies of the Free Press, Chronicle, Weekly News, Midland Advertiser, Daily Post



Invitation Card, Programme, Menu, Free Library report



Hospital Report, Nurses Home report



Corporation Year Book and coins from one sovereign to one farthing.

The new Carnegie Library in High Street, West Bromwich, was formally opened on Monday June 10 1907, by the
Mayor, Councillor J. E. Wilson. The invited guests assembled in the Town Hall Council Chamber where they were
received by the Mayor and Mayoress. Then they walked in procession to the Library where a short ceremony was held.
The architect presented a gold souvenir key to the Mayor who afterwards unlocked the door of the new library, and
declared the building open for the use of the inhabitants of West Bromwich, with the full confidence that every
advantage would be taken of the privileges it offered for generations to come.
An official photograph was taken and Councillor Browne unveiled some beautiful mosaic work in the entrance hall of the
library before the guests assembled in the Lecture Room where the Mayor addressed them. He remarked that they
were indebted to Councillor Browne, also to the architect and builders but above all they were indebted to Dr Andrew
Carnegie for his generosity in supplying the means to build that magnificent Library. The Mayor suggested that he
should despatch a telegram to Dr. Carnegie thanking him: “The Mayor and Corporation of West Bromwich offer you
hearty congratulations and thanks for your splendid gift to the town of the Free Library, which has been formally opened
by His Worship the Mayor this day.” A total of £1,165 was raised to provide books for the library, in order that it might be
opened and be a great success immediately on its opening.

Doctor Andrew Carnegie
More information about the Library in the next issue of the newsletter

