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Launch Event for the Jubilee Sensory Garden and Autumn Fair
Saturday 8 September 2012—11am to 2pm
You are invited to our Jubilee Sensory Garden Launch Event and Autumn
Fair to help raise funds for the Garden. The Event will open at 11am and
continue until 2pm. You will be able to meet Friends’ Honorary Member
‘Blind’ Dave with his Olympic Torch and there will be stalls with plants,
cakes, bric-a-brac, books, cards, a tombola, Sandwell Model Boat Club and
lots more. Refreshments will be available in the Joe Johnson Snack Bar.
Do come along and support this event. Admission Free.

Visit to Aston Hall—Tuesday 9 October
Following our successful visit to Patshull last year, we have arranged a trip to
Aston Hall for Tuesday 9 October. The visit will follow up the story on Page 4 of
this issue of the newsletter which relates to the close relationship that existed
between the Dartmouth family and the Holtes of Aston Hall. The coach will
leave Lloyd Street just outside the main entrance to Dartmouth Park at 1 o’clock
for a 1.30pm guided tour of the Hall and this will be followed by Tea and Cake in
the café. The trip costs £14 and if you are interested please send your cheque,
together with a stamped addressed envelope, to the address below, for a
ticket(s) which will be sent out on a first come first served basis.
The Friends of Dartmouth Park would like to thank the family and friends of the late Mrs Doreen Imm for their
kind donation to the Sensory Garden in memory of Doreen who passed away earlier this year.
Doreen loved the Park and was a very supportive member of the Friends of Dartmouth Park.

Restoration Project Manager’s Update
We will finally be commencing with the next phase of the restoration project in September. The paths and lakes
will be improved, a new car park is being created in place of the old ground maintenance depot and the Dagger
Lane entrance will be restored. Also, the old toilet block will be demolished and this area will be brought into
the park as the boundary will be altered. This phase will be completed later in 2013. Tenders are due to go out
for the interactive Water Play and we still have ambitions of securing some funding to bring a bandstand back
into the park. John R Satchwell
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King George V Primary School Pupils Visit Dartmouth Park
King George V Primary School Year Six pupils were the first school to be invited into the new Dartmouth Park Pavilion
and they had the opportunity to make their way up the walkway, passing the interpretation boards, and viewing the park
and Sandwell Valley from the Bill Finney Viewing Tower. They were then given a talk about looking after the park, a
presentation on its history and some stories about living in the park from Betty Finney, before going outside to watch a
demonstration on dog training, and a walk around the park with Richard the Park Ranger. The children enjoyed their
visit and below is just one example of the lovely 'Thank You' letters they sent to the Friends. All of the letters gave
particular mention of how much they learnt about trees from Richard.

The first day of the school holidays sees lots of activity in the park—Photos by Seumas Kelly

We’re so lucky in Sandwell to have Dartmouth Park and Sandwell Valley. The sun is shining and the school summer
holidays have begun which means the Park and the Valley become the destination for lots of local families. With so
many new attractions, most of them free, the children are now spoilt for choice. The new pavilion in the park had lots
of visitors who had been waiting for it to be open to the public and they weren’t disappointed. Let’s hope the good
weather continues and everyone can enjoy fresh air and fun in a lovely environment.
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The Volunteer Gardening Group make some headway

The volunteers have arranged to meet once a fortnight on a Friday morning, but the weather hasn't been very
kind. However, the sun shone on the day the photographs were taken, and the volunteers were able to get stuck
into weeding the Queen Elizabeth Rose Bed sponsored by members of the Friends' group to commemorate the
Queen's Diamond Jubilee. The lovely pink roses are just coming into bloom. A further rose bed was being
prepared for more roses to be planted. The gardeners were all in good spirits and worked very hard. Sue came
along with some refreshments to sustain them whilst they worked.
The volunteers include Annette Welch, Chris Blakesley, Janet Linney, Betty Finney, Margaret Turner, Michael
Sewell, John Dixon, Robert Ludlow and Alan Jones.

Rose Beds in Lloyd Street are in full bloom
A few year’s ago there were just dead roses in the
rose beds in Lloyd Street, but that was before
members of the Friends of Dartmouth Park stepped in
and sponsored hundreds of roses, many of them in
memory of family and friends.
The roses have been in full bloom this year, despite
the weather, and given a lovely splash of colour to
what would have been just a plain grassed area if left
to the Parks Department.
If there is anyone who would like to adopt a rose bed
to maintain by weeding and deadheading the roses,
please contact Annette on 07757270291.

Jubilee Oak Tree

The Mayor of Sandwell, Cllr
Keith Davies, and the
Mayoress, planted a Jubilee
Oak Tree in Dartmouth Park
on Monday 23 July 2012 to
mark the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee.
The Mayor and
Mayoress were supported by
members of the Friends of
Dartmouth Park.

Pavilion and
Joe Johnson Snack Bar
Opening Times
School Holidays:
7 days a week
11am to 3pm extending to 4.00pm
if business demands

The photograph on the right
shows the Mayor and
Mayoress wearing the West
Bromwich chains of office
given to Reuben Farley by
the 5th Earl of Dartmouth
when he was made the first
Mayor of the Borough of
West Bromwich in 1882.
The 5th Earl of Dartmouth
and Reuben Farley were
responsible for providing
West Bromwich with a
‘People’s Park’.

There is a small bed on the left as you
enter the main gates of the park which
also celebrates the Jubilee.
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The Dartmouth family’s association with Aston Hall
Sir Lister Holte inherited Aston Hall when he was 9 years old.
His father had died in 1729 appointing his own mother the
guardian of this sons, Lister and Charles, as he was estranged
from his wife, the boys’ mother. Lady Holte died in 1738 having
nominated the Earl of Dartmouth as one of the boys’ guardians.

Aston Hall

The 1st Earl of Dartmouth, who once held the position of Lord
Privy Seal to Queen Anne, was now in retirement and spending
more time at his country seat, Sandwell Hall, and taking an
active interest in local affairs.

1st Earl of Dartmouth
Sandwell Hall

Sir Lister Holte

By the age of 18 Lister was at Magdalen College Oxford, but spending as much time as possible at Sandwell Hall so
that he could be near the youngest daughter of Lord Dartmouth, Lady Anne, who was also 18 years old. An observer,
Lady North, the widowed daughter-in-law of the Earl, now married to Lord North, during a visit to Sandwell Hall in
August 1739 wrote to her mother:
‘The first thing I saw was Sir Lister Holte, who I find is here every day, and as much with Lady Anne as he pleases, rides
out with her, etc. But that it is ever to be a match is yet a secret to me, but I conclude it must be so or they would not
suffer it to go on so. Lady North commenting on Sir Lister says: ‘He was grown and improved, but sadly awkward... ‘
She (Lady Anne) looks happy with him and I hope will be so. We go to Birmingham today, and tomorrow Holtes in
abundance are to be here.’
Sir Lister is pressing to get the Earl’s permission to marry Lady Anne, but the Earl believes being Sir Lister’s guardian it
would not be right before he comes of age. Lady North reports to her mother: ‘He is most violently fond of her, and
never easy when he is out of the house, and she seems quite as well pleased with him. He mends upon knowing and a
little good company would soon make him very well for he seems sensible of his bad education and very good natured.’
Lord Dartmouth gave way and the couple were married in October 1739 and wonderfully happy, but eight months later
Lady Anne died at Aston Hall of smallpox. Sir Lister was distraught with grief and the whole Dartmouth family shattered
by her death. Sir Lister never forgot her and for the rest of his life he wore a diamond ring containing a lock of her hair.
Despite his wife’s death Sir Lister remained close to the Legge family and Lord Dartmouth’s influence probably helped
him to a seat in Parliament in 1741 at the age of just 21. He stood again in 1747, but the political climate had changed
and he lost his seat and didn’t stand again.
Sir Lister had remarried in 1742 to Mary Harpur, but she died in 1752 without producing an heir. He took a third wife
three years later, Sarah Newton, who dominated her husband and caused a rift between Lister and his brother Charles.
Charles had married Anne Jesson and they had a daughter, Mary Elizabeth, but Lister and his wife remained childless.
Sir Lister died at Aston Hall in April 1770 leaving Aston Hall and most of its assets to his widow. His brother Charles
inherited his library and any money left over after the payment of his debts, legacies and funeral expenses as well as
the estates for life. Failing a male heir, everything passed on Charles’s death to Heneage Legge, and then to Lewis
Bagot, both nephews of Lister’s first wife Anne, and not blood relatives.
When Heneage Legge inherited the Holte estate in 1782 he was in the odd position of being unable to live at Aston or
other properties in the estate, but he took a house at Idlicot in the south of the county. He was 35 and had been married
since 1768 to Elizabeth Musgrave, but they had no children. Even before he inherited, he was comfortably off, for his
father (the first Earl of Dartmouth’s second son) had had a successful legal career. However, the Holte estates were to
climb rapidly in value with the Birmingham building boom of the 1780s, making him a very wealthy man. In 1794 Lady
Sarah Holte died bringing him Aston Hall and another £1,500 a year, but he continued to spend most of his time in
London or in Bath, making short visits to Aston during the summer months He seems to have been a conscientious, if
largely absentee landlord and performed the usual public duties expected of his class. Legge, who died in 1827, had
tried to preserve the estate for Holte heirs and descendents, but Charles Holte’s daughter, Mary Elizabeth, had married
one Abraham Bracebridge who through poor business management lost the estate. Their son, Charles, was at the
opening of Aston Hall and Park to the public in 1858 and he announced that he took as much pleasure in this
arrangement as if the property had continued to belong to him. When he died he left a number of Holte heirlooms to
Birmingham Corporation. (Information for this article taken from ‘The Grand Old Mansion’ by Oliver Fairclough)

