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The Official Opening of Dartmouth Park following its restoration and
the Friends of Dartmouth Park’s Autumn Fair will take place on Saturday 20 September
Saturday 20 September will be an historic day for Dartmouth Park and for West Bromwich when the Park is officially
opened following five years of restoration work funded by the Heritage Lottery and Sandwell MBC. The Park, which
used to be a no-go area, is now buzzing with families enjoying the new facilities. Dartmouth Park has, once again,
become part of the social life of West Bromwich and New Square has brought it back into the town centre.
Friends of Dartmouth Park in association with Sandwell MBC are planning a very special event which will start with the
ribbon cutting ceremony and speeches at 11am followed by entertainment for all the family until 5pm. We’re not giving
away too much information about the event because we want to keep a few surprises up our sleeve, but there is
going to be musical entertainment throughout the afternoon, together with lots of entertainment and activities for the
children. Make sure you put Saturday 20 September in your diary because you won’t want to miss this historic event.

Friends of Dartmouth Park’s
2014 Christmas Event
Wednesday 17 December
Following the success of last year’s event at The
Hawthorns, and requests from members to return
there this year, we have again booked WBA’s
Richardson Suite. The format for the evening will be
similar to last year with a three course festive meal
and entertainment.

Donations of DVDs, bric-a-brac, tombola items, etc.
would be very welcome for our Autumn Fair which is
being held in conjunction with the official opening of the
Park. Please contact Annette on 07963 101750 if you
have any items for us or if you would like a stall.

Perhaps we should book this quartet for
one of our events?
Photograph taken by Seumas Kelly

The cost will be £22.50 for members and £25 for nonmembers.
The Richardson Suite has the capacity to
accommodate 300 people so members and their
friends and family are all welcome.
If you are interested in this event please send your
cheque made out to the Friends of Dartmouth Park
for the number of places required, together with a
stamped addressed envelope, to the address below.

Sandwell Model Boat Club, having relocated to Forge Mill Lake whilst the remedial works
were being carried out, have now returned to Dartmouth Park’s Lower Pool.
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Dartmouth Park's Splashpads Play Area opened on Friday 25 July
It was great weather on Friday to open our water play area in the Park and the children had come well prepared with
their bathing costumes. The Mayor, Cllr Derek Rowley, and Cllr Maria Crompton, who is Cabinet Member for
Highways and Environment, did the honours and managed to get quite wet as the exciting new feature has a few
surprises. It was like a busy day at the seaside in Dartmouth Park with lots of families enjoying the play area and their
picnics. Another exciting addition to the Park's play equipment which can be seen in the background on the left was
also very popular. Below left the new Splashpads and right the original 1928 paddling pool.

Thank you Ron
Ron Baggott is one of our volunteer gardeners and during the
summer can be seen in the Park every morning from 8.30, including
Saturdays and Sundays, watering the Sensory Garden and the
wonderful triangular bed opposite. The watering takes him two
hours. The Friends of Dartmouth Park are very grateful to Ron for
his dedication to our Sensory Garden, which is looking stunning at
the moment.
The Friends would also like to congratulate Chris Moore, Visitor
Centre and Countryside Manager, for his designs for the splendid
new beds in the Main Avenue, and also Paul and Dennis, the Park's
gardeners, for their hard work in maintaining them to such a high
standard.
How lucky we are to have this green space in West Bromwich .

Alderman Reuben Farley’s memorial stone rededicated following its restoration
The great grandson of Alderman Reuben Farley,
Tom Farley, together with members of his family,
attended a rededication service, led by the Rev.
Andrew Smith, at this great Victorian benefactor’s
newly restored memorial stone in Heath Lane
Cemetery. Tom had financed the restoration and
West Bromwich Local History Society financed a
granite tablet indicating the important contribution
Alderman Farley had made to West Bromwich.
The rededication was followed by a visit to All Saints
Church where several speakers told the story of
Alderman Farley’s life. This was followed by a visit
to the
Oak House, originally given to West
Bromwich by Alderman Farley. Following a tour the
party had lunch in the newly restored barns.
This interesting and enjoyable event was organised
by the West Bromwich Local History Society.
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Visitors from the USA enjoy a morning in Dartmouth Park
Susan and Tom Heyer from North Tonawanda,
which is 10 miles from Niagara Falls, visited West
Bromwich for a few days to research Susan's
ancestors, the Cashmore family. Susan’s great
grandparents lived in West Bromwich before the
1900s. Susan had been in touch with the Friends
because she spotted an old postcard of Dartmouth
Park with 'Cashmore's Series' printed at the bottom.
Mark, our Social Historian, did some research and
found out that a Cashmore family, who had a bakery
shop in West Bromwich High Street, had taken on
the running of the Refreshment Rooms in Dartmouth
Park and must have had a series of postcards
printed to sell to visitors. This information tied in with
Susan's research.

Mark, Susan and Tom taking in the view of the Park
from the top of the Pavilion

The postcard spotted on the Dartmouth Park website which led Susan
and Tom to visit the Park

Susan and Tom had a busy schedule when they
visited West Bromwich. They went to Stafford
Archive and had some success with their research;
then to All Saints Church where they looked through
the burial records and found more information. Their
visit coincided with a concert at All Saints Church on
Saturday evening, which they attended and enjoyed
very much.

On the last day of their visit they were given a tour of Dartmouth Park and went into the pavilion to check out the social
history information on the walkway. They were then taken to Sandwell Park Farm where they took in the wonderful
Victorian Kitchen Garden, followed by a visit to the Priory ruins and the Sand Well. Tom commented that the history of
the Dartmouth family and Sandwell Valley reminded him of Downton Abbey.
Tom and Susan were interested in visiting West Bromwich Albion and in the afternoon they had the good fortune to be
allowed into the ground to take some photographs. They also purchased some mementos of their visit to The
Hawthorns to take back to North Tonawanda for their family.
If you think you have information regarding Susan's Cashmore ancestors please contact her c/o the Friends’ address
on the front of this newsletter.

Eaton Valley Primary School
Dartmouth Park Photography Competition
The pupils from Eaton Valley Primary School were invited to take
photographs of Dartmouth Park for a photographic competition
and on Friday 27 June the whole school assembled to learn who
were the winners. The three runners up were Madiha Choudhury
from Class 1JS, Nissma Brown from Class 4DB and Nuha
Choudhury from Class 6JA. The overall winner was Rhea Johal
for a splendid image of the War Memorial with the sun catching
the Angel and throwing shadows of the trees across the Avenue.

It’s the Sandwell Show for us on August 4Bank Holiday—find out what they did on
August Bank Holiday in 1944
Today August Bank Holiday comes at the end of the month when we have our annual Sandwell Show event. August
Bank Holiday used to be the first Monday in August. This ran from 1871 to 1964 when it was changed on a trial basis
which became official from 1971. A couple of months after D Day, which was on the 6th June 1944, an event was
organised in Dartmouth Park on Bank Holiday Monday 7 August to encourage the people of West Bromwich to have a
'Holiday at Home'. Mark, our Social Historian, has found the following newspaper report of the 1944 event, which we
think you will find very interesting.
WEST BROMWICH HOLIDAYS
Thousands in Dartmouth Park—Concerts, Baseball, Fair
West Bromwich holidays at home which had been going on since Whitsun culminated in Monday's "Village Fair" and
variety shows in Dartmouth Park. Thousands of stay at home holiday makers passed through Dartmouth Park on
Monday from 11am until late at night enjoying the various programmes and sideshows, lying in the shade, having tea
on the lawns, rowing on the pond, or splashing in the pool. All day gramophone music was relayed through loud
speakers and the park presented a gay and animated picture, the flowers and trees adding their lustre to the
occasion.
Opening the fair in the morning the Mayor, (Councillor G E Powell) said the village fair served two purposes, namely
to provide holiday entertainment and to provide money for the Red Cross and local charity funds. Not so long ago he
had exhorted towns people to save for Salute the Soldier Week, whereas now he was asking them to spend freely for
a good purpose. Money for charitable organisations was very necessary because the liberated peoples of Europe
had to be clothed and fed.
Townspeople should enjoy their holiday: the news was good and might soon be better still.
The Mayor thanked all those on the Holidays at Home Committee and other voluntary helpers who had supported him
in arranging the programme and shows.
The various stalls - though not served by gypsies and fair people, but by wardens, rescue squad members, WVS, St
John Ambulance Brigade and other volunteers - looked like the real thing. The shooting stalls, "Yankee Doodle"
gambling and roulettes for cigarettes were the most popular. Another outstanding feature, or sign of the times was a
variety of "Hitlers" - cardboard Hitlers and wooden Hitlers. Hitlers to be kicked down with footballs and Hitlers to be
shot in the heart or eyes. Other German leaders and officers were also there for similar purposes, but the most
popular figure in the primary sense of the word in Dartmouth Park was Corporal Hitler complete with Iron Cross (first
Class) and moustache, a token of the fact that despite all he has done he is only a funny man. Other attractions were
cake weight guessing, fruit sales, "suspended railways" worked by the rescue squad, etc. Favourites with the children
were the swings and roundabouts in the park, although they are accessible on every other day.
Twice during the day Professor and Madame Roche gave their famous Punch and Judy show at the bandstand and
they were received with delight and enthusiasm by the children. The adventures of these immortal puppets will never
lose their meaning and spice for the young in holiday mood.
At night masses of people were attracted by a variety concert - Alec Willington, Frank Harris (Birmingham's Arthur
Askey) and Miss Norah Bennett (known as Katinka) appeared on the bandstand stage. Roars of laughter rose from
the semi-circle of spectators who enjoyed this mixture of open air concert and old style music hall.
The champions of the quiet life meanwhile stayed under the trees by the pond and enjoyed the spectacle of rowing
boats going round the isle. Beyond the park's eastern wall the half industrial and half rural landscape looked quite
pretty, and with some imagination one could have mistaken a slag heap overgrown with grass for a pyramid or an
extinct volcano, or something similarly romantic.
While the village fair lasted for only one day there were variety and musical events in the park for the rest of the week.
The photograph on the left taken by Ivan Walker shows
the ‘slag heap’ referred to in the article and the
photograph below is West Bromwich Borough Band
in the 1930s Band Stand

